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Introduction 
 
Everyone agrees that care of our heritage is a national need, because of its cultural, 
social, economic and profound environmental dimensions. This care should be 
presented in both strategic visions and practical steps. Our relationship with our 
great heritage that is the cultural wealth of our country is not just wishful thinking. 
Clinging to a history and culture that we have inherited from our parents and 
grandparents, without reflecting our appreciation and pride in it, is a reality to live 
with. That should not be the case. The strategic visions and practical steps to 
preserve the heritage will not produce fruitful results unless there is an awareness 
of the importance and necessity of heritage to face present and future challenges. 
Also, the future of our incredibly rich heritage and its continuity as both renewable 
and alive depend on finding generations with a better understanding and 
appreciation for it. Therefore, our target is recognizing its importance that this is 
the foundation on which we must work to revive, publicize, and get benefit from it. 
 
Taking care of our heritage requires both great efforts and the participation of 
everyone. It is the time to stop imitating how other civilizations discharge their 
responsibilities and to start an innovative movement that properly reflects the high 
prestige of heritage in terms of openness to development and interaction with the 
modern era, taking and giving ideas and values and making it an integral part of 
our evolution into the future. 
 
The deep roots of our society in the richness of our culture and the desire to 
contribute to the maintenance of our heritage gave birth to the foundation of the 
Al-Turath Institution in1417 H (1996 AD). Since its establishment, Al -Turath 
Foundation has already achieved marked success in its objectives in a number of 
areas in national heritage protection and has been able to achieve a significant 
presence in the media concerned with the heritage inside and outside the Kingdom. 
Once the Foundation had established itself and built strategic partnerships with 
cooperative institutions, it seemed appropriate to begin a new phase of the project 
that reflected the founding goals and initiatives. These included opening wider 
fields of heritage interest and cooperation and partnership with those involved and 
interested in heritage prospects. The second phase will contribute to achieving the 
noble goals and aspirations that we all seek, through the framework of an 
integrated and harmonious work system. 
 
AI-Turath Philanthropy Foundation looks at the future with the great ambition, 
which is to make our heritage a reality and an integral part of life to guide future 
generations. 
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Origin 
 
AL-Turath Philanthropy Foundation is a special entity founded by His Royal 
Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul -Aziz Al-Saud in 1417 H (1996 
AD). Twelve years later, it reformed into a Philanthropy foundation in 1429 H 
(2008 AD), and was registered at the Ministry of Social Affairs, Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, under Resolution No. (63). 
Vision: 
Preservation and care of the national heritage, both intellectually and physically, as 
being an element central to the culture, whose pride is driven from the past and 
which seeks to contribute to a civilized and confident launch of the future. 
Mission: 
To promote awareness of national, Arabic and Islamic heritage; to develop national 
heritage to become a part of human life, and to develop into a source of pride in the 
national identity and cultural civilization. 
Objectives: 
1- Keeping and preserving the heritage of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 
particular and the Arabic and Islamic heritage in general. 
2- Archiving, documentation and restoration of Mosques and preserving their 
urban character, through the “National Program for Maintaining the Historical 
Mosques”. 
3- Documenting the national memory through the National Archives of Historical 
Photographs. 
4- Spreading the heritage culture through the Foundation’s programs and its 
periodic publications. 
5- Promoting heritage in education curricula through scientific institutions and 
training forums within and outside the Kingdom. 
6- Holding forums, seminars, exhibitions and lectures during Al-Turath annual 
forum to spread the knowledge and participation of the society in all matters 
related to heritage. 
7- Opening horizons of cooperation and partnership with the institutions and 
entities related to the heritage inside and outside the Kingdom. 
8- Supporting institutions and entities that are related to heritage, and to cooperate 
with them in contributing to maintaining heritage. 
9- Stimulating society to care for its heritage through heritage initiatives in order to 
spread knowledge and raise awareness of heritage and move to preserve it. 
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10. Encouraging students and professionals for the preservation of urban heritage 
through the Prince Sultan Bin Salman Award for urban heritage. 
 
AI-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has worked over the years to stimulate many 
of those who have an interest in heritage. The Foundation productions are for the 
foundation’s own initiatives or for the benefit of specialized entities, whether 
governmental or private. This publication includes samples of what has been 
achieved with the foundation partners in various fields of heritage. It is some of 
many aspects targeted by AI-Turath Philanthropy Foundation and its partners, God 
willing. 
 

Historical Documentation 

Since its establishment, Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation is keen to contribute to 
the historical documentation; because of its great importance in the general human 
life. What happened from the accumulation of experience, breadth of knowledge, 
evolution in science, and advance in civilization was not known without 
documentation. This documentation deepened the link between generations, 
achieved communication between peoples, keeping Nations memory and kept the 
heritage of human civilization, so mankind will continue to progress and develop 
till its civilization was a great affair. The progress of civilization is still ongoing, 
and will remain so; as long as human memory retains vitality and its ability to 
regenerate, taking advantage of everything that is going through the experience. 

A major development was made in the documentation tools and its methods. After 
it was written in ink on papers and the like, the technical development has created 
countless means for its authentication, which is still progressing and evolving with 
the development of life. 

National Archives of Historical Photographs: 

The image is one of the most important means of authentication. It is the prime 
source of scientific, legal and historical documentation sources, along with 
archaeological finds, urban evidence, manuscripts, digital statistics, audio 
recordings, animated films, and oral narrative, and others. 

The image has a large ability to monitor the different aspects of life. So Al-Turath 
PhilanthropyFoundation was keen on employing its abilities in this area, through 
contributing to the King Fahd National Library project; to create a national archive 
which includes a wide range of rare historical images chronicling the stages of the 
Kingdom’s development and progress, where photography was in its infancy. 
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Great efforts were made to gather information about the history of photography, 
and its patrons in the Arabian Peninsula. Thus, the stages of the collecting this 
important heritage came to achieve the desired goal. 

Regarding the importance of the historical documentation, there was a proposal 
from Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation to the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al-Saud, when he was the governor of 
Riyadh province, General Supervisor of King Fahd National Library, and 
Chairman of the Supreme Committee to celebrate 100 years on the establishment 
of the Kingdom-to create a «National archive for historical images» at the national 
Library of King Fahd in Riyadh. This archive is to be a source of distinct and 
specialized Saudi history which holds cultural and educational dimensions of the 
profound definition of the Kingdom's past, and to be a reference documented for 
the benefit of researchers and scholars and those interested in its history. 

Practical steps have begun for the project to announce the establishment of 
National Archive for historical photographs, through his sponsorship on behalf of 
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, may Allah protect him, during the 
official opening ceremony of King Fahd National Library on the fifth of Ramadan 
1417 (1997 AD). This was culminated with the issuance of the Holy Royal Court 
approval to establish a «National Archive for Historical images at King Fahd 
National Library», taking advantage of modern technologies in preserving old 
images-related to the history of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, processing them, and 
facilitating access to them through sophisticated automatic systems. 

Stages of Implementation 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation took over the implementation of the project 
starting from collecting the historical images of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
processing them, preparing a sophisticated electronic system which facilitates the 
search and retrieval of images. The archivehas a collection of more than thirty 
thousand pictures of the Kingdom which includes pictures of the Saudi Arabian 
Kings, senior figures of the Kingdom, the different regions of the Kingdom and the 
pictures from the holy cities of Makkah and Madinah Munawara. 

The project was implemented within two years in three stages, including: research 
and investigation, image processing, cataloging, and preparing an automated 
system for archive. 

The stage of research and Investigation was to conduct a comprehensive survey of 
the views and personalities that are expected to have historical images of the 
Kingdom. This came through the preparation of lists with locally and globally 
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known sources, and searching for scarce resources in parts of the world that was 
neversearched for such pictures. 
 
This step came along with organizing a media campaign to publicize the project 
and its objectives in various media, in order to urge citizens to offer their pictures 
to contribute to this national work. This campaign included various media as 
advertisements in Saudi and foreign newspapers, and organizing a private 
department for archives in the wing of King Fahd national Library which was 
attended by the national festival for heritage and culture XIV in Janadriah 1419 H 
(1999 AD). There was a special exhibition of the Archive at the King Fahd 
national Library headquarters, which included selected models for photo 
collections in the archive, as well as printing a booklet for explaining the archive. 
The stage of processing images and indexing them included preparing images to 
save and raise the level of its quality and purity, in preparation for keeping them in 
the automated system of the archive, which represented the third stage of the 
project. The images were stored in recent data to facilitate storing, archiving and 
retrievalimmediately. 
 
The First stage of the National Archive of Historical Photographs: 

The first stage of the archive at the King Fahd National Library was opened on 
28thZul-Hijjah1420 AH (2000 AD). It included about 27 thousand pictures, 
collected from more than 93 different sources from within and outside the 
Kingdom. The definition of archive was made through holding several exhibitions 
models of historical photos that included in it. These exhibitions were held in: 
Riyadh, Abha, Madinah, Jeddah, Dammam and Al-Baha. 

The Second Stage of the National Archive of Historical Photographs: 
 
King Fahd National Library and Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation signed a 
contract of implementing the second stage of the National Archive of historical 
photographs, at the King Fahd National Library's headquarters on Tuesday, 1st 
Rajab 1433 AH (May 22, 2012 AD). It included fourteen thousand images 
searched for and drawn from several different sources, as well as processing and 
configuring them to be accessible to researchers and academics and those 
interested in the history and heritage of Kingdom’s civilization.  

This project comes in the second stage to complete what the institution started in 
the project of National Archives of historical photographs, for the benefit of King 
Fahd NationalLibrary. 
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Archive of King Khalid`s images 

Since its establishment, King Khalid Philanthropy Foundation is keen in 
documenting the heritage of King Khalid, May Allah send His Mercy Upon him, in 
order to show the coming generation what he provided to the homeland and the 
nation, in various positions of responsibility. This will come through the issuance 
of an illustrated book which documents the most important stages of the life of the 
departed King which was rich of achievements at the local and international levels, 
and in all sectors. 
 
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has contributed in preparing the archive of 
King Khalid`s images along with its efforts in the completing the National Archive 
of historical photographs which dealt with the kings of the Kingdom, its senior 
figures and different regions. It features his documented biography with images of 
his life stages. 

Capital Model Institute 

The history of establishing the Capital Model Institute returned to the time when 
King Abdul-Aziz (May Allah send His Mercy upon him) gave order to allocate a 
portion of his palace for the education of his children. This was the nucleus for the 
establishment of this institute. In 1360 AH (1940 AD) and during his era, King 
Saud, May Allah send His Mercy upon him, allocated a building in Nasiriyah 
Palace, with title «Al-Anjal Institute», so the institute witnessed its second 
inception, and begins to attract large numbers of students from the princes, and 
others from different Saudi society segments. 

 
In 1385 AH (1965 AD) the Royal Order was published naming the institute « 
Model Capital Institute and still carries the name till now. Today, the Capital 
Model Institute includes four educational stages: kindergarten, elementary, middle, 
and secondary stages. Each stage comprises a large number of classrooms, 
laboratories, libraries and sports halls. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has prepared the «Historical photo archive at 
the at the Model Capital  Institute », which was launched on 13thRabei Al-Awal 
1427 (April 11, 2006), under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Ahmed 
Bin Abdul-Aziz -the Vice Interior Minister -at that time- and the chief of the 
Graduate Association at the Institute. The exhibition about archive was organized 
at the Institute on this occasion. 
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The Graduate Association has taken the decision to nominate the Archive on 
behalf of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, in 
recognition of his adoption of the idea. 

The national programfor maintaining the historical mosques is a prominent 
existing list that works on protecting the architectural heritage; through what is 
seen from the projects being implemented - currently - in the various regions of the 
Kingdom. 

The program aims at preserving the historical mosques; because of their great 
position in the Islamic religion, to distinguish their authentic architectural 
character; in addition to being one of the most important architectural landmarks in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al-Saud, the 
chairman of the General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities, founder and 
president of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation; has adopted the national program 
of taking care of old mosques in the context of his interest in all things related to 
the mosques and the heritage of Islamic architecture. Al-TurathPhilanthropy 
Foundation started its role in caring for mosques in Saudi Arabia, and took upon 
itself - since the beginning of the launch of the program in 1418 H, the importance 
of documenting and restoration of a number of historic mosques in all regions of 
the Kingdom and its villages. 

The idea of launching the national program to take care of old mosques came from 
the vision presented by His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman, in 
collaboration with the Minister of Islamic Affairs, Endowments, Da`wa and 
Guidance Sheikh Saleh Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Sheikh, to His Royal Highness Prince 
Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz, the Crown Prince – May Allah Send His Mercy upon him- 
the second Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of defense and Aviation and 
Inspector General -at that time-, as His Highness agrees to take care of mosques 
maintenance  program and to rebuild,  restore and document their history,   on 16th 
Safar,1418 H,  he provided support for the first stage of the program in the amount 
of two million riyals which was allocated to start  the mosques project. His 
guidelines are published after the success of the program in the restoration of a 
number of mosques; donation, what has been given to the Ministry, and called the 
program: National Program for the maintenance of the historic mosques. 

The scope of work includes counting the selected mosques to develop a scientific 
plan for its documentation, and restored them by the way that guarantees 
maintaining their urban character. The work is conducted according to the 
priorities to work in restoration. Furthermore, the work includes a timetable and 
budget estimates for the restoration of mosques that have been counted, and their 
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rehabilitation and reconstruction of some of them. In addition to visualize creating 
an investment support for what the mosques need of maintenance in the future. 

In the second stage, Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation started a comprehensive 
survey of those mosques approved according to information available from the 
Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Endowments, Da`wa and Guidance, according to a 
specific timetable, through a team of specialists who surveyed those mosques, 
location and recorded all the information to which it relates, and documented this 
in a registration form specific to each mosque. This form includes registration of 
coordinates related to them to be counted and classified. 

This survey was made through cadastral and encompasses all the elements of the 
mosque, and the preparation of horizontal watershed, cutters, external and internal 
interfaces, and architectural accurate details. In addition to describe the current 
situation of the parts of the mosque through the architectural and construction 
aspects, and documenting mosques with photography. 

Field research team holds the task of initial filming of mosques, which is the 
ultimate choice in all its aspects to be part of the program. 

The importance of photographing mosques is to document the information in the 
program through archiving, as well as the books that can be republished and the 
exhibitions holds about the program.  Plates were put on the mosques approved, 
and that have been documented to ensure that non-exposure to them and to define 
the program. This has been made in coordination with the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs and Endowments, Da`wa and guidance. Work has begun in this program by 
surveying a number of important mosques in various parts of the Kingdom which 
have been documented and photographed. Detailed reports were made on each of 
them. 

This achievement includes the establishment of a database of all information, 
images and cadastral mosques to be covered by the program. General Information 
about survey are updated continuously. This database contributes to define the 
program and its importance. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation developed a comprehensive program, 
determines the initial requirements to take care of every mosque, including 
restoration and processing costs, requirements of rehabilitation and schedule. 
Mosques have been arranged according to the priority basis and the urban state. An 
urgent program was made for the rescued restoration of mosques experiencing 
major problems and require urgent care to preserve its integrity. 

 In coordination with the ministry, the Foundation prepares a list of mosques that 
will be approved on the program, after a thorough study and prioritization, and 
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comprehensive survey ofthe historic mosques that should be covered by the 
program. 

The achievements of AL-Turath Philanthropy Institution with regard to the 
program include the completion of a survey, study and restoration of a number of 
mosques, which are as follows: the study of the restoration of Al-Bai`a Mosque in   
Makkah and Alzawiya Mosque at Yanbu in Madinah. Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation studies five mosques, in the area of seven mosques in Madinah, that 
will be restored by the municipality of the Madinah area, and restoration of four 
mosques include: Al-Ghamama mosque, Abu Bakr El-Sedeeq mosque, Omar Ibn 
Al-Khattab mosque with the support of the Almnakha company, in addition to the 
Al-Sokhra mosque at Al-Ula with the support of the Prince Sultan Bin Salman. 

Work is currently conducted on the restoration of Shafei and Al-Me`mar mosques 
at the historic area of Jeddah with a generous support of the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Abdullah Bin Abdul-Aziz Al-Saud (may Allah protect him) 
and the Mosque of Al-Hanafi at historical area of Jeddah with a generous support 
of His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, Crown Prince, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense (may Allah save him). 

In Riyadh region, there has been the restoration of a number of mosques: the Al-
Husseini mosque with the support of the people of the area, Alaochza mosque at 
the province of Al-Ghat with the support of His Royal Highness Princess Sultana 
Bint Ahmad Sudairi (May Allah send His Mercy upon her soul), Qrasha mosque at 
Horimelaa, Zaweihra mosque at Dir'iyyah, financed by His Royal Highness Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, Al-Seriah mosque at Dir`iyyah and Al--
Mareeh mosque in Riyadh, and the mosque of Dussarie for which Al-Turath  
Philanthropy Foundation is preparing a restoration plan.  

Also, the restoration has been made to the mosque of Imam Saud Bin Abdul-Aziz 
Bin Mohammed Bin Saud at Tabab in the Asir region, and restored by the AL-
Turath Philanthropy Foundation andfinanced by the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Abdullah Bin Abdul-Aziz,  (May Allah send His Mercy upon his 
soul) when he was a crown prince. 
 
There are six mosques in the eastern region which were restored with the support 
of the Royal Commission for Jubail and Yanbu, namely: Joatha mosque, Al-
Hassan mosque at Batalih, Al-Aqeer mosque at port ofAl-Aqeer, the first and 
second mosques of Al-Tohimeh village, and Hamad al-Majdal mosque located at  
Jinna island. Al-Jabri mosque has been renovated with the support of Sheikh 
Abdull Atif Bin Mohammed Al-Khatib. 
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In the framework of the institution's efforts in this program, Al-Turath 
Philanthropy Foundation has organized a number of tours to various parts of the 
Kingdom aiming at surveying the mosques that need  restoration and studying their 
states accurately; to be restored so as to maintain their elements of heritage, and 
give them a continuity element; to continue its civilizational and cultural role. 

In the framework of cooperation and complementary relationship with the Ministry 
of Islamic Affairs, General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities has been entered 
into joint cooperation agreement with Endowments, Da`wa and Guidance and Al-
Turath Philanthropy Foundation on April 2012 under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Prince Sultan bin Salman aiming at coordinating efforts and completing 
the national program projects to take care of the historic mosques. 

Makkah Region 

AL-Turath Institution has conducted the works of documentation, restoration and 
rehabilitation of a number of  historic mosques in Makkah, including both the 
mosques of El-Shafei and Al-Me`mar in the province of Jeddah, and Al-Bai`a 
Mosque in Mina. 
 
Al-Shafei Mosque 

Al- Shafi'i Mosque is one of the oldest historical mosques and the well- known in 
the city of Jeddah. It is located in the center of the historic district in the combined 
market of Al-Mazloom corner. It is called (the old mosque), as stated in the book 
of «Weapon and Gunning in the history of Jeddah» written by Ibn Faraj Ahmed 
Bin Mohammed. 

The mosque was undertaken to a wide process of reform during the reign of King 
Muzaffar Suleiman bin Saad Eddin Shahin shah II, in the seventh Hijri and 
renovation work conducted during the subsequent periods and re-built in 944 AH 
(1586 AD). With the support of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Abdullah Bin Abdul-Aziz, may Allah protect him, Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation completed the restoration work of the mosque. 

 

Al-Bai`a Mosque 

Al-Bai`a mosque is located in the southern slope of Mount Thubyr which 
overlooks Mina fromthe north side and their people were known as the Ansar, or 
the people of Al-Bai`a. This mosque was established during the reign of the 
Abbasid Caliph Abi Ja`far Al-Mansur in 144 AH (761 AD) in the place where the 
allegiance of the second hurdle was made. Al-Turath  Philanthropy Foundation 
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holds the works of its documentation, restoration and rehabilitation, with the 
support of Almnakha Company. 

Al-Me`mar Mosque 

Al-Me`mar mosque occupies an important place among the oldest and the most 
famous mosques in the province of Jeddah. It is located in the Upper Street, west 
of Al-Mazloom corner. It was built by Mustafa Pasha in 1284 AH (1868 AD), and 
has private endowments. Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation renovates the mosque 
with the support of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah Bin 
Abdul-Aziz, may Allah protect him. 

Madinah 

The restoration work carried out by Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in 
Madinah included three mosques located at the places where the Prophet (PBUH),  
his family and companions, prayed. This is what gives these mosques special 
importance, as well as, they werecharacterized of the urban character. These 
mosques include both: Al-Musalla (Al-Ghamamh) mosque, and the Mosque of 
Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, and the Mosque of Omar Bin al-
Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, and Almnakha company financed the 
cost of their restoration. 

Al-Musalla(Al-Ghamamh) Mosque  

Al- Musalla (Al-Ghamamh) mosque is located on the south west side of the 
Prophet's Mosque, just 500 meters from the door of Assalam. This place was the 
last site where the Prophet-peace be upon him-prayed the Eid prayer. It was called 
Al-Ghamah, as what is said there was a cloud obscured the sun for the Messenger 
of Allah (PBUH)when he was performing his prayers. Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation has completed the documentation of the mosque and its restoration and 
rehabilitation. This mosque is one of the most famous landmarks in Madinah. 

Mosque of Omar Ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) 

Mosque of Omar Ibn al-Khattab (RAAN) – is located in the south west side of the 
Prophet's Mosque, near Al-Musalla (Al-Ghamama). It overlooks its field from the 
northern side, overlooks the road to Qubba from the western side, and oversees the 
eastern edge of Wadi Bathan. It was reported that the Prophet (PBUH) was praying 
Eid and edema prayer in it. It was called Al-Ghamama as there was a cloud passed 
above the prophet (peace be upon him) when he was praying (fatwa No. 
1,334,339), and then after him Caliph Omar Ibn al-Khattab, (may Allah be pleased 
with him). The mosque was built by Shams al-Din Mohammed Bin Ahmed Al-
Silawi in 850 AH (1446 AD), and renewed by the Ottoman Sultan Mahmud II in 



12 
 

1254 AH (1838 AD), and was renovated by his son Abdul Majeed I in 1266 AH 
(1850 AD). 

Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq Mosque (may Allah be pleased with him) 

The mosque of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (may Allah be pleased with him) is located 
just 40 meters from Al-Musalla mosque in the northwest, away from the second 
Saudi expansion building of the Prophet's Mosque by 335 meters. 

The mosque was formerly located in the alley of "Al-O`uraidia", and after the 
removal of the buildings around it, it overlooks the yard of the Prophet's Mosque. 
The mosque is attributed to Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him), because he 
prayed Eid during his succession. 

Riyadh 

Al-Riyadh region includes a group of historic mosques that combine great 
historical value, and its distinguished urban designs. The «National program for the 
maintenance of the historic mosques» succeeded in re-grouping them into what 
they were restored, after they were threatened with extinction and collapse. The 
Foundation has carried out works of documentation, restoration and rehabilitation 
of these mosques, with the support of a number of generous people of this great 
country. 

Zawihra Mosque 

Zawihra mosque is one of the oldest mosques in the province of Diriyyah, and one 
of its historic landmarks. The technical inspection of the mosque conducted by Al-
Turath Foundation has shown its need for restoration and rehabilitation according 
to the scientific method specialized for the archaeological structures. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation holds the work of its restoration and 
rehabilitation financed by His Royal Highness Prince Sultan bin Salman - 
President of the Foundation. 

Al-Oshza Mosque 

Al-Oshza mosque represents one of the oldest mosques in Al-Ghat province 
located at north of Riyadh. It was built about four centuries ago, and is located 
within the «Development of villages and heritage sites» program, which is 
implemented by the General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities. 

Rehabilitation work of the mosque and its restoration lasted for six months, 
financed by HRH Princess Sultana Bint Turki Bin Ahmed Al-Sudairy (May Allah 
rest her soul). 
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A`seer Region 

A`seer region includes a number of old mosques that have historic status. Al-
Turath Philanthropy Foundation restored the mosque of Imam Saud Bin Abdul-
Aziz bin Mohammed Bin Saud at Tabab in the area A`seer, financed by the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah Bin Abdul-Aziz, (may Allah 
protect him). 
 
Imam Saud Bin Abdul-Aziz bin Mohammed Mosque 

The mosque was established when Imam Saud Bin Abdul-Aziz bin Muhammad 
commissioned its building in 1221 AH (1800 AD), in Tabab village located at 
A`seer. It has been existed for more than 210 years as a beacon of science, and to 
teach the Qur’an and religious sciences, reading and writing. Based on the order of 
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz (May 
Allah endorse him, during his era) and by his finance, Al-Turath  philanthropy 
Foundation started documenting the mosque over three years. Then it holds the 
works of its restoration and rehabilitation from inside and out till it returnedto its 
original form. Hence, the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques gave order to 
complete the mosque facilities including building a school for memorizing Qur’an, 
the residence of the Imam, washroom for the dead bodies, toilets, and parking. The 
works of documentation, restoration, rehabilitation and development of the mosque 
were made in 1423 H/2003 AD. 

Eastern Region  

A number of mosques in the eastern region is of great historical prestige, along 
with the unique urban character which they enjoyed. Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation has completed the documentation, restoration and rehabilitation of a 
group of them with the support of the Royal Commission for Jubail and Yanbu. 
This group included mosques of al-Hassan, Al-A`qeer, Jwatha at Al- Ahsaa, the 
first and second mosques of Al-Tohimeiah, mosque of Hamad al-Majdal, while al-
Jaafari's family undertook the restoration of Al-Jabri mosque. 

Al-A`qeer Mosque 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation conducted a documentary study of the mosque, 
which is located in Al-A`qeer center in preparation for its restoration and 
rehabilitation. The study proved the effect of moisture in most of the mosque 
components, threatening to collapse. So, the foundation carried out technical  
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assessment that have contributed to the restoration of the mosque with its previous 
status as anelegant facades, which is considered as a store of eventful history. 

 
Al-Hassan Mosque 

Al-TurathPhilanthropy Foundation has conducted an architectural historic study of 
Al-Hassan mosque at Al-Ahsa before embarking on a restoration process. This 
study included determining the method of roofing used in the original construction, 
and the type which is used for its doors and windows. Restoration work required to 
rebuild the collapsed parts of the mosque by conventional means. 
 
Mosques of Al-Tuhaimeh 

The study conducted by the Foundation for the first and second mosques of Al-
Tuhaimeh revealed the need of technical treatments for a range of defects that 
distort their external shape, and threaten the sustainability of their building. 

In light of this, the foundation has conducted a series of processing operations that 
have achieved the goal of restoration and rehabilitation process, and contributed in 
the end to preserve the original shape of the two mosques. 

Al-Jabri Mosque 

This mosque is located in the north side of Al-Kout district in the city of Hofuf. It 
was built by Sayf al-Din Bin Hussein Al-Jabri in 880 AH (1475 AD). He allocated 
this mosque and its belongings of the Imamate,  and other functions to Sheikh 
Nasrallah and his descendants after him. 

The mosque still retains its old character. It is roofed with a number of domes, and 
has a spacious courtyard in the middle, surrounded by arcades on all four sides. 
Works of restoration and rehabilitation carried out by the Foundation for the 
mosque included all the aspects till it returned to its former form. 

Jawatha Mosque 

Jawatha city which located in Al-Ahsa includes remains of a number of the 
Companions (May Allah Bless them) of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH, who 
were martyred in the cause of Allah in the wars of deterring apostates. 

Jawatha Mosque is one of the most prominent features of this city. It was built in 
840 AH (1436 AD). It was reported that this mosque was restored in 1210 AH 
(1750 AD). It consists of the mosques from the remnants of decades that form a 
gallery and surrounded by a bench built of brick and cement, and an outdoor 
courtyard of the mosque, surrounded by high fence which contributed to the 
preservation of the upper parts of the mosque over the past centuries U. 
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Hamad al-Majdal Mosque 

The mosque is located inJinnah Island, on the eastern shore of the Persian Gulf, 35 
kilometers north of the city of Jubail and just 22 kilometers east of «Al-
Kharasaniya». The island is 1.5 km away from the coast.  

This mosque features a building with the traditional materials used in the region, 
stone, clay, and its minaret is characterized by distinctive form that appears visible 
from long distances. 
 
The Foundation has conducted a study of the mosque, followed by the 
implementation of restoration and rehabilitation work in accordance with the plan 
by which it was built in the past. 
 
Award of  Prince Sultan bin Salman for Urban Heritage 
 
The care of the urban heritageis a national and cultural necessity to highlight the 
identity of society and the nobility of its history. So, the architectural heritage is a 
reference to the authenticity of the people, the source for inspiration of the past and 
lessons, in order to formulate the present and the future. 

Maintaining the architectural heritage does not come from emotional premises 
only, but it has deeper implications as it is a confirmation of the continuing vitality 
of the community and its adherence to the elements of its identity, strength and 
distinctiveness. 

In the modern era, Saudi Arabia has witnessed the renaissance which included 
various aspects of life. This renaissance was accompanied by a significant 
expansion in the size of cities, and non-codified opening on different global 
architectural schools. This led to the absence of many of the vocabulary of the 
local authentic architecture, and get away from the urban patterns of heritage, and 
the cities` loss of urban identity elements and the heritage features. 

In this sense, taking immediate practical steps for caring of urban heritage, and 
getting benefit of the givens imperative, it is necessary to form future authentic and 
confident architecture which is driven from the foundations of traditional 
architecture, and accommodates modern techniques according to the perspective 
which ensures this mixing does not affect such foundations. 
 
Based on this fact, His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, 
the founder and president of Al-TurathPhilanthropy Foundation, established a 
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national Award for Architectural Heritage, aiming at encouraging its maintenance, 
and the consolidation of awareness of its importance, confirming what 
characterizes the Architectural Heritage of the Kingdom in the framework of the 
Arab Islamic Architectural Heritage, stimulating creativity in the areas of urban 
heritage care, and highlighting the modern urban models with dimensions of 
heritage. 
 
Riyadh has been chosen to be the headquarters for the Award, which was 
announced at the ninth annual meeting of the Saudi Society for Science of 
Urbanism, which was held on 23 Muharram 1420 AH (May 6, 1999 AD) in 
Riyadh under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz 
– the prince of Riyadh, May Allah protect him. This is based on the submission 
made by the chairman of the board of the Saudi Society for Science of Urbanism 
on behalf of their members. The Award was named: «Prince Sultan Bin Salman 
Award for Architectural Heritage». 
 
Objectives of Award 
Prince Sultan bin Salman Award for Urban Heritage seeks to create a mix of 
community awareness of the importance of the preservation of urban heritage, and 
to encourage addressing it as a starting point for a better quality future 
urbanization. This goal stems from the inherent fundamentals of ongoing 
urbanization of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The award is awarded locally or 
internationally with in GCC, Gulf Cooperative Council. 
 

Stimulating the interest in urban heritage: 

This came through the confirmation that heritage is an extension and a base for the 
future development, and that the architectural heritage is a general term which 
includes Urbanismin all its aspects, including orientations and its contemporary 
schools. The Award is allocated to construction associated with contemporary 
urban heritage. 

The emergence of urban heritage of all national, environmental and social 
dimensions: 
This is achieved by developing the urban dimensions, and to confirm its elements 
and its own characteristics of heritage, to represent a school which has its own 
privacy, and to be a unique ideal example. 

Members of the Supreme Committee 
The Higher Committee of the Award is headed by His Royal Highness Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud. Its membership includes a number of 
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characters that deal with urban heritage, and half of the members of the 
Commission is changed at least every three years. This Committee supervises the 
work of the Award, and approve the final nomination of the jury. The Supreme 
Committee membership includes members from Saudi Arabia and other countries. 
 
General Secretariat 

The Award has a Secretary General appointed by the President of the Supreme 
Committee of the Award, and associated with him directly. 

 
The General Secretariat of the Award includes the following: 

1-  Preparing for the meetings of the Supreme Committee and coordination 
among its members. 

2-  Taking the necessary steps to announce the Award procedures including the 
call for the nomination, and organizing the initial setup of the arbitration 
process. 

3- Organizing meetings of the jury. 
4- Regulating the Award celebration and activities associated with it and the 

announcement of the winners. 
5- Preparing the action plan and its mechanism in the Award. 
6- Preparing recommendations concerning matters of the Award, and 

submitting them to the Supreme Commission for approval. 
7- Submitting periodic reports to the Supreme Committee for the functioning of 

the Award. 
8- Proposal of members of the jury in each session. 
9- Activating the cultural program. 

Branches of the Award 

Professionals Award: 
The Award is granted to outstanding professional projects in the field of 
architectural heritage in Saudi Arabia, whether they are architectural or planning 
projects or in other urban areas. The professionals Award is granted in the 
following branches: 
 
First: Lifetime Achievement Award: 
It is granted to those who provide great works to preserve the architectural 
heritage. Also,it can be granted to persons, institutions or companies. 
 
Second: The historic mosques Care Award: 
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It is granted to outstanding projects in the restoration of the mosque, which was 
able to complete the restoration process professionally and maintained a high 
architectural and cultural value of the mosques restored, with the use of local 
materials in the restoration process within the requirements of international 
conventions. 
 
Third: Award of Preserving the Architectural Heritage: 

It is granted for the projects of rehabilitating urban areas, or heritage or 
archaeological buildings or to maintain them, or to projects of re-using 
archaeological areas or buildings in a confirming continuity and usefulness, that 
reflect the technical dimension and industrial distinct in restoration. The project 
which won should have its urban, economic, social or cultural dimension. The 
Award can be granted to a developer, planner, urban designer, architect, builder or  
a personwho is attachedto the archaeological buildingin developing and 
maintaining it. It can also be given to those who have a contributing role in 
supporting plans to maintain and take care of urban heritage and its programs. 
 
Fourth: The Award of Architectural Heritage Project: 

It is granted for new projects that reflect success in inspiring architectural heritage 
really and effectively. The project could be architecturally or planning, or in one of 
the other urban areas, such as urban design, sites format, interior design, or the use 
of environmental materials. The focus will be on the extent of the intellectual depth 
of experience provided, and its urban and social impact, regardless of the size of 
the project. The Award is awarded to the architect or planner and it can also be 
given to the employer or the developer if he has a distinguished role and has 
influence in the project. 
 
Fifth: Award for Human Dimension or Humanity: 
 
It is granted for projects that take into account the human being and requirements 
of care, and is awarded to institutions, government agencies or companies. 
 
Sixth: Award of Heritage Economic Project: 
It is granted for projects that take into account the investment in heritage, and the 
project could be, architectural or in planning or in one of the other urban areas, 
such as urban design, sites format, interior design, or the use of environmental 
materials. The focus will be on the extent of the intellectual depth of experience 
provided, and its urban and social impact, regardless of the size of the project. The 
Award is awarded to an architect, or planner and it can also be given to the 
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employer or the developer if he has a distinguished role and influence in the 
project. 
 
Seventh: Award of Architectural Heritage Research Award: 

It is granted for research involved in studying the architectural heritage and its 
foundations, traditional patterns and projects of urban documentation. It is also 
granted for research concerned with the development of local materials, and 
adaptation of modern technologies to serve the architectural heritage and its 
development. The Award is awarded to distinguished professors and students of 
architecture and artisans, companies and individuals. 
 
Award of Students of Architecture and Planning Colleges: 

The Award is granted to the projects of students of faculties of architecture and 
distinguished planning in the field of architectural heritage in Saudi Arabia, 
whether they are architectural or planning projects in one or other urban areas. It 
was granted in the following branches: 

First: Award of preserving the architectural heritage: 

It is granted for the projects of rehabilitating urban areas, heritage or 
archaeological buildings, maintaining them, projects of re-using areas or heritage 
or archaeological buildings in confirming their continuity and usefulness, that 
reflect the technical dimension and artificial distinct in restoration. The project 
which won should have its urban, economic, social or cultural dimension. 

Second: The Architectural Heritage Project Award: 

It is granted for new projects that show success in the inspiring the architectural 
heritage really and effectively. The project could be architectural  or in  planning, 
in one of the other urban areas, such as urban design, sites format, interior design, 
or the use of environmental materials, with a focus on the intellectual depth of 
experience provided and its urban and social impact, regardless of the size of the 
project. 
 
Third: Award of Architectural Heritage Education Program: 

It is granted for programs for the faculties of Architecture and Planning, which 
take full care of architectural heritage in the architectural and urban education. 
 
Fourth: The Architectural Heritage Research Award: 
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It isgranted for research involved studying the architectural heritage and its 
foundation, traditional patterns, and documentation of urban projects. It is granted 
for research concerned with the development of local materials, and adaptation of 
modern technologies to serve the architectural heritage and development. 

The first session of the Award 

General Secretariat of the Award open nomination for the first session of the 
Award in three branches, on 21stZul-Qeda 1425 AH (June 2, 2005 AD). According 
to the system of the Award, the candidates were awarded until 9th Safar 1426 AH 
(March 20, 2005 AD) to be subjected to the work of evaluation and arbitration by 
committees of the Award. 

Members of the Supreme Committee at the first session of the Award: 
 
The Supreme Committee included in its membership for the first session: 

1-  His Highness Prince Dr. Abdul-Aziz bin Mohammed Bin Ayyaf Al-
Moqren, Mayor of Riyadh region -at that time. 

2-  Dr. Abdul-Aziz bin Abdullah Al-Khudairi, Deputy Governor of Makkah 
Region. 

3-  Dr. Saad Bin Abdul-Aziz Al-Rashed, the General Authority for Tourism 
and Antiquities. 

4-  Dr. Mohammed Bin Abdullah Bin Saleh, the previous dean of the College 
of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University. 

5-  Dr. Saleh Bin Ali Hathloul, architect. 
6-  Dr. Abdul Wahid Bin Ahmed Al-Wakil, architect. 
7-  Dr. Abdullatif Bin Ahmed Alhujami, architect. 
8- En. Abdul Aziz Bin Abdullah Kamel- May Allah send His mercy on him, 

general manager of urban development corporation. 
9-  Dr. Zaher Bin Abdul Rahman Othman, Director General of Al-Turath  

philanthropy Foundation, Secretary General of the Award -at that time. 

The ceremony of the Award first session: 

The ceremony of the Award first session was held on 25thSafar 1427 AH (March 
25, 2006 AD) in the King Abdul Aziz Historical Center in Riyadh, under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul Aziz, the 
President of the Supreme Committee of the Award-. The ceremony was attended 
by His Royal Highness Prince Charles - The Prince of Wales and the Crown Prince 
of Britain-. During the ceremony, there was an announcement for establishing a 
fund for the revival of the traditional villages. 
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Winners of the first session: 

Lifetime Achievement Award: 

His Royal Highness Prince Charles - Prince of Wales, Crown Prince of Britain. 

Award of Maintaining Architectural Heritage Project: 
. Experienced master builders 
 
Architectural Heritage Project Award: 
King Abdul-Aziz Historical Center. 

 
Award of Urban Heritage Research Branch: 
Madinah landmarks between architecture and history. 

Cultural Forum: 

Prince Sultan Bin Salman Award for Architectural Heritage organized a cultural 
forum in conjunction with the Awards ceremony of the first session, on 25thSafar 
1427 AH (March 25, 2006 AD). It was attended by a number of scientists and 
those interested in heritage issues within and outside the Kingdom. 
 
The forum included introducing a range of work and research papers presented by 
the participants in the two main topics: the first one discussed the issue of 
«preserving the architectural heritage», while the second addressed the subject of 
«municipalities experiences in preserving the architectural heritage». 
 
Cultural program: 

In the same context and at its first session,  the Secretariat of the Award organized 
a field visit to Hadramout region in the Republic of Yemen, on 16thShawaal1427 
AH (November 7, 2006 AD) for three days. 
 
The Award also organized a lecture under the title: «Mostar City Building» by Dr. 
Amer Basque –from the center of Islamic History, Art and Culture in Istanbul - On 
21stShawaal 1427 AH (November 12, 2006 AD) on the hall of the Faculty of 
Archaeology and tourism at King Saud University in Riyadh. 
 
The second session of the Award 
The second session of the Award was held on 1st Rajab, 1428 AH (July 15, 2007 
AD). It included the launch of a new branch of the Award, including incentive 
Award in the field of preserving the architectural heritage for the students in the 
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colleges of Architecture and Planning in the Kingdom. 
 
Members of the Supreme Committee of the Award in its second session 
 
The Supreme Committee of the Award in its second session was headed by His 
Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, and its membership 
included: 

1- His Highness Prince Dr. Khalid Bin Abdullah Bin Moqren Al-Saud 
Member of the Shura Council. 

2-  Dr. Ekmel El-Deen Ihsan Oglu 
Secretary General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference. 

3-  Engineer Adel Bin Mohammed Faqih 
Mayor of Jeddah. 

4-  Engineer Abdul Latif Bin Abdul Malik Al-Sheikh 
Member of the High Commission for the Development of Riyadh, president 
of the Project and Planning center at the entity. 

5-  Dr. Ali Bin Ibrahim Al-Ghabban 
 Vice President for Antiquities and Museums of the General Authority for 
Tourism and Antiquities. 

6-  Dr. Sulaiman Bin Abdullah Al-Mahos 
Dean of the College of Environmental Design at King Fahd University of 
Petroleum and Minerals. 

7-  Dr. Khaled Omar Azzam 
Architect / Director of the Prince Charles Institute for Architecture Prince 
and Traditional Arts. 

8-  Engineer Rashid Saad Al-Rashed 
Architect / Businessman. 

9-  Dr. Zahir Bin Abdul Rahman Othman 
Director General of Al-TurathPhilanthropyFoundation and the Secretary-
General of the Award-at that time. 
 
 

Awards ceremony of the second session: 
 
It was held under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal - 
Governor of Makkah region- and at the presence of His Royal Highness Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz -the chairman of Supreme Committee for 
Award-, on 20th Jumada II 1429 AH (June 24, 2008 AD), at King Abdul Aziz 
Cultural Center in Abo braq Al –Raghamah Jeddah. 
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During the ceremony, the members of the Supreme Committee of the Award in the 
first sessions, and the second sessions were honored. Also, engineer Abdul Aziz 
Bin Abdullah Kamel, may Allah send His mercy upon him, was honored for his 
membership in the Supreme Committee of the Award, and for his efforts and his 
interest in the field of architectural heritage. Furthermore, the Award honored: 
Abdullah Bin Hamid, and Hassan Bin Mohwal Isa, as they are two of the artisans 
in the field of architectural heritage. 
 
Winners of the second session: 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award: 
The Agha Khan Trust for Culture. 
Award of Maintaining Architectural Heritage Project: 
Council market in Al-Muzneb Province. 
Award of Architectural Heritage Project: 
Muftaha Village. 
Award of Architectural Heritage Research: 
Discovering architectural character of Makkah in modern architecture. 
 
Award of Students at Colleges of Architecture and Planning in the Kingdom: 

- Student Mohammad Bin Abdul Rahman Al-Mahmoud - from the College of 
Architecture and Planning at King Faisal University - for «the project of 
developing the central region in Bukiryya». 

- Student Mona Bint Walid Al-Tunisian - from the Faculty of Dar al-Hikma - 
for «the Project of Hejaz railway station». 

- Student Maysan Bint Arafat Maa`moon - from the architecture department at 
the University of Effat - for «Jeddah National Park report». 

The exhibition: 
 
 In its second session, the Award committee organized an exhibition to a group of 
sponsors for the Award in this session, with the participation of the High Authority 
for the Development of Riyadh, and the College of Environmental Design at King 
Abdul-Aziz University (males / females). The exhibition included a definition of 
the role of sponsors in the field of maintain the Architectural Heritage, and models 
of projects in this area, and the number of programs involved in the development 
and Historic preservation and its investment in tourism sector. 
 
Cultural Forum: 



24 
 

 
The General Secretariat of the Award, within the activities of the cultural season 
for the second session of the Award, organized a cultural forum on 20th Jumada II 
in 1429 AH (24 June 2008 AD), in which a group of academics and specialists 
interested in urban heritage, had participated. It included a number of meetings and 
lectures, and an open meeting with the Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman 
Bin Abdul-Aziz – the chairman of the Supreme Committee of the Award- about 
preserving the architectural heritage. 

Third session of the Award 
 
The works of the third session of the Award of Prince Sultan Bin Salman of the 
Architectural Heritage were started on 15th Safar 1430 AH (February 11, 2009 
AD), and continued for two years. 
 

Members of the Supreme Committee of the Award at its third session 

1- His Excellency Engineer Abdul Aziz Bin Abdul Rahman Al-Husain 
Mayor of Madinah Munawara. 

2-  Dr. Khalil Almaiqil 
Member of the Shura Council. 

3-  Dr. Khalid Arn 
Director General of the Research Center for Islamic History, Art and Culture 
in Istanbul. 

4-  Dr. Salman BinTurki Al-Sudairi 
Chairman of the Saudi Society for Science of Urbanism. 

5- Dr Ali Bin Mohammed Al-Qarni 
Dean of the College of Architecture and Planning, University of King Faisal. 

6-  Saad bin Laden 
Assistant Chairman of the Saudi Bin Laden Group. 

7- Engineer Ali Al-Shuaibi 
Director General of the Office of Environment and –Planners, Architects and 
Engineers. 

8-  Engineer Tariq Bin Milad 
Architect. 

9-  Dr. ZahirBin Abdul Rahman Othman 
Director General of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation -at that time-. 

10. Dr. Osama Bin Mohammed Noor Al-Gohari 
Secretary-General of the Award. 

Ceremony of the third sessionAwards - First year 



25 
 

 For students of the faculties of Architecture and Planning 
 
The ceremony of granting the Award to the winners of students in the colleges of 
Architecture and planning in Saudi Arabia was held on 26thMuharram 1431 AH 
(January 12, 2010 AD) in Hamad Al-Jasser Hall at King Saud University in 
Riyadh, under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin 
Abdul-Aziz -the chairmanof the Award Higher Committee- and attended by a 
group of intellectuals, scientists and concerned people, professors and students of 
the faculties of Architecture and planning. 
 
Winners of the faculties of architecture and planning students at the third session- 
the first-year: 
 
The first year of the third session and was allocated to the  faculties of architecture 
and planning students in Saudi Arabia.  The works winning the Award in this 
session included: 
The Award of Preserving Architectural Heritage project: 

- Jeddah historical project: a cultural study and an attempt to understand with 
a systematic way 
Students: Saleh Abdul Wasi` Shaihoun, Mashal Mohammed Al Maimani, 
Ahmed Saleh Al-Juhani, and Mohamed Adel Nas 
King Abdul-Aziz University - Faculty of Environmental Design. 

-  The Project of Documentation and the revival of the archaeological 
trail.Students: Hani Al-Harthy, Khaled al-Dossari, and Saad Maghnam 
King Abdul Aziz University College of Environmental Design. 

The Project of King Abdul-Aziz Historic Center of Jeddah,Umm Al Qur 

University - Faculty of Engineering and Islamic Architecture. 

 

 

Award of Architectural Heritage Project: 

- The Project of Recreational and cultural village in the Wadi Fatimah. 
Student Abdul-Mo`in Mohammed Abdul Bokas 
King Abdulaziz University - Faculty of Environmental Design. 

- The Project of Developing Al-Baian District at Makkah. 
Student Fouad Mohamed Hassan Ammar 
Umm Al Qura University - Faculty of Engineering and Islamic Architecture. 
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- Al-NakhlaResort. 
Student Abdul Wahab Ahmed  Al-Jabar 
King Faisal University - College of Architecture and Planning 

Award of Architectural Heritage Research: 

-  New uses of old buildings: Examples from Dirriyah palaces;Student: Her 
Royal Highness Princess Nouf Bint Mohamed Ibn Fahd Al-Saud 
King Faisal University - College of Architecture and Planning. 

The exhibition 
 
The Award organized an exhibition to accompany the Award ceremony for the 
first year students of faculties of Architecture and Planning at the third session- 
which included a section for sponsors, and models of the winning projects in this 
session and featuring all the achievements of the previous sessions. 
 
Ceremony of the third sessionAwards for professionals 
 
At its third session, the Award ceremony for the professionals was held under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed Bin Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz - 
Governor of the Eastern region - and in the presence of Vice President His 
Highness Prince JalawiBin Abdul-Aziz BinMusa`ed, and His Royal Highness 
Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz -the chairman of the Supreme 
Committee for Award-, on 6th Jumada II 1431 AH (May 20, 2010 AD) in the 
HagarHall at headquarters of Al-Ahsa secretariat. 
 
During the ceremony, the members of the jury for the third session of the second 
year were honored. They are: 
 
Dr. Amir Basque, Prof. Dr. Abdul Hamid Albas, Engineer Ahmed Al Jowder, Dr. 
Saeed Mousli and Dr. Mohamed Al-Haseen. 
 
Also, the members of the Supreme Committee of the Awardhad honored their 
sponsors of the third session. They are: Bin Laden Saudi Group, the Saudi Group 
for Research and Marketing, Solider Inc., and Rashid bin Saad Al-Rashed ltd Co. 
Al-Ahsa Municipality was also honored as well. 

Winners of the third session for professionals 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award: 
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Strengthening the humanity of Riyadh (Riyadh Municipality). 
Award of Preserving Architectural Heritage Project: 
Project of Restoration and reconstruction of the Heritage Village in the town of 
Ushaiger (Committee of the restoration and reconstruction of the old Heritage 
Village town Ushaiger). 
 

Architectural Heritage Project Award: 

- The project of Al-MadaaMosque of King Abdul Aziz Historical Center in 
Riyadh (the High Commission for the Development of Riyadh City). 

- Rahmaniyah mosque and library atGhat (SudairyCharity Foundation). 

 
Human Dimension Award: 

-  National Festival for Heritage and Culture at Al- Jnaderih (the National 
Guard Presidency). 

Award of Architectural Heritage Research: 

- Research of Hejaz Railway-- registration, documentation, development and 
re-using it (the General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities). 

The exhibition 

 
The Award organized an exhibition accompanying the ceremony which included  a 
section for sponsors, and models of the projects which won the award in this 
session and projects winning in the first year. 
 
Ceremony of the third session Awardsfor the second year students of the faculties 
of Architecture and Planning 
 
The ceremony of distribution of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Award for Urban 
Heritage for the students of the faculties of Architecture and Planning, the third 
session, second year, on Saturday 26thGumada I, 1432H AH (April 30, 2011 AD), 
in the premises of College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University – 
Riyadh. The ceremony was sponsored by His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin 
Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz -the chairman of Supreme Committee for Award- and 
attended by His Excellency Dr. Khalid Bin Mohammed Al-Anqari – Minister of 
Higher Education and the presence of His Excellency Dr. Abdullah Bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Othman, Director of King Saud University. 
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Winners of theAwards of faculties of architecture and planning at the third session- 
second year: 
 
The second year of the third session of the Award was allocated for the students of 
faculties of architecture and planning in Saudi Arabia. The winning worksin this 
session: 
 
Award of Preserving Architectural Heritage Project: 

- The First Winner: Project of «re- drawn and the formulation of interior 
design for Jeddah historical houses». 
Students: Aisha Bint Mohammed Zine El-Abideen, Walaa BintTaha El-
Borai, Moroug Bint Tariq Chaoui, Sarah Bent Rabei A-Qahtani, Sarah Bint 
Jamal Al Sharif, Esraa Bent Kamal Al-Jawi, Iman Bint Omar Al-Thagafi 
and Sarah Bint Abdullah Rafqi. 
 King Abdul AzizUniversity. 

- The Second Winner: Project of «Rehabilitation of the central region of 
Hae`l». 
Thamer Bin Saleh Suelmi. 
College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University. 

Award of Architectural Heritage Project: 

- The Winning Project: «the development of the urban center of Qubaat 
Medina». 
Student: Maiman Bin Abdullah Al-Maiman. 
College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University. 

The exhibition 
The Award organized an exhibition to accompany the Award ceremony for 
students of faculties of Architecture and Planning at the third session of the 
second-year. It included a section for sponsors, models of the winning projects in 
this session, and featuring all achievements of the previous sessions. 
 
Fourth Session of the Award 
The works of the fourth session for the Award of Prince Sultan Bin Salman of the 
Architectural Heritage was launched on 1stSafar 1432 AH (January 5, 2011 AD), 
and lasted for two years. 
 
Members of the Supreme Committee of the Award at its fourth session 
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1-  Engineer Tariq Ali Reda 
Director General of Tariq Ali Reza Engineering Consultancy Office 

2-  HE Prof. Dr. Adel Ismail 
Director General of Architecture Engineering Consultancy office  

3-  His Excellency Dr. Abdul-Aziz Bin Nasser al-Dossari 
Chairman of the Saudi Society for Science of Urbanism 

4-  HE Dr. Amr Bin Abdulrahman Taiba 
Dean of the College of Environmental Design at King Abdul-Aziz 
University 

5-  Prof. Mishari Bin Abdullah Naeem 
Supervisor of the National Architectural Heritage Center of the General 
Authority for Tourism and Antiquities 

6-  Prof. Saeed Bin Fayez Al-Saeed 
Dean of the Faculty of Tourism and Antiquities at King Saud University 

7- HE Dr. Osama Bin Mohamed Noor Al-Gohari 
Secretary-General of the Award 

Awards Ceremony of fourth session - first year 
 
For students of the faculties of Architecture and Planning 
HRH Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz , the Chairman of the Supreme 
Committee for Awards- sponsored the fourth session of the Award ceremony (the 
first year - for students of the faculties of Architecture and Planning), and the 
accompanying exhibition at the King Faisal Conference Center at King Abdul-
Aziz University in Jeddah on Monday on 18thZul-Hijjah 1432 AH (November 14, 
2011 AD). 
 
Winners of the faculties of architecture and planning at the fourth session- first 
year: 
 
The first year of the fourth session of the Award included students of faculties of 
architecture and planning in Saudi Arabia. The winning projects in this session 
were: 

Award of Maintaining Architectural Heritage Project: 

- The first winner: The project of developing the historic tracks in the heart of 
Jeddah. 
Students: Fares Ali Sapa, Ra`d Al-Nufei, Faisal Al-Dosari, Ahmed Faqih, 
Hezam Al-Ahmari, and Fawwar Faydi, Hussein al-Ghamdi, Abdur-Rahman 
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Tariq, Muhammad Al-Dabiban, Mohammed Al-Duaihi, and Diaa Kafas. 
Faculty of Environmental Design at King Abdul-Aziz University. 

- The Second Winner: Project of Interior traditional heritage buildings at Najd 
Students: Aisha Faisal Escandarani, Alaa Mohammed Abu Rish, Raghda 
Mohammed Kateb, Sarah Khalid al-Zahrani, Ghosoun Mohsen Sarhan, 
Diana Abu Aoun and Afnan Saleh Batterjee. 
Interior design program at the Faculty of Home Economics at King Abdul-
Aziz University 

Award of Architectural Heritage Project: 

- First winner: the project of interior design of buildings of heritage at Najd 
between novelty and modernity. (Empirical Study at Hallat Aldho region - 
Riyadh). 
Students: Basma Mathna El-Harbi, Wujdan Icer Hassanein, Hanan Adnan 
Kaketawi,  Iman Omar Ba Abdallah, Abrar Adnan al-Saqqaf, and Mona 
Fahd Aljdani. 
Interior design program at the Faculty of Home Economics at King Abdul-
Aziz University. 

- The Second Winner: Project of Eligible University in Riyadh. 
Student: Omar Abd Al-Mani Humaidan. 
College of Engineering and Islamic Architecture at the University of Umm 
Al-Qura. 

- The third winner: a project of a university Student-House at Mecca. 
Student: Fahid Isa Al-Dosari. 
College of Engineering and Islamic Architecture at the University of Umm 
Al-Qura. 

-  

The exhibition: 
 
The Award organized an exhibition to accompany the Award ceremony for 
students of faculties of Architecture and Planning at the fourth session- first year. It 
included the sections of sponsors, and models of the Award winning projects in 
this session, and features of all achievements of the previous sessions. 
 
Awards Ceremony of fourth session- second year 
 
Professionals and students 
 
HRH Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul Aziz, President of the General 
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Authority for Tourism and Antiquities, Head of Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation, and the Chairman of the Higher Committee of the Award of Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Architectural Heritage Awards sponsored the fourth session 
ceremony ( second year - for professionals and students of the faculties of 
Architecture and Planning) and the accompanying exhibition at the King Faisal 
conference Center at King Abdul-Aziz University in Dammam on Monday ,26th 
Muharram 1434 AH (10 December 2012 AD). 
 
Winners of the fourth session Awards - second year: 
The Awards of the second year of the fourth sessions were allocated to 
professionals and students of the faculties of Architecture and Planning, Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. The winning works in this session are: 
 
Professionals: 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award: 
His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud (Crown Prince, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense and Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of King Abdul-Aziz) 

Award of Maintaining Architectural Heritage Project: 

-  Project of Al-Bai`a House restoration. 
General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities – Al-Ahsa branch. 

- Project of maintaining Al- Olayan historical village. 
Residents of Al-Olayan and them: Saleh Mohammad Al-Kannas Omari, and 
the Secretary of Asir engineer Ibrahim Khalil. 

- Humanity Project Award 
Project of developing the heart of Al- Hofuf city. 
Al-Ahsa Secretariat. 

- Award of economic heritage Project  
Project of Tarout heritage complex. 
General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities. 

- Award of Architectural Heritage Research Project  
Exploring the possibility to benefit from the technical features of the village 
with archaeological eye. 
Mr. Saleh Abdullah Saleh al-Zahrani. 

LifetimeAchievementAward 
 
The Prince Sultan Bin Salman Award for Urban Heritage accepted the award of 
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His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Premier, Minister of Defense (formerly the Governor of Riyadh Region) -  
«lifetime achievement award in the field of architectural heritage» presented by Al-
Turath Philanthropy  Foundation for special efforts in architectural heritage. 
The Crown Prince has earned a well-deserved award for hisefforts  in order to 
preserve the heritage, and his efforts in the development of urbanization in Riyadh. 
 
Since architecture and construction throughout history are the witness of history 
and urban efforts, it testifies the constructive efforts of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman in the development of Riyadh to convert it from a small town half a 
century ago, to the proud capital that boasts of its arts and development of its 
creative Engineering. 
 
Also, his efforts are clear in preserving the architectural heritage in Riyadh, 
through the development of the center of Riyadh which has made the presidential 
palace models as architecturally unique heritage and modern function area. It 
became one of the historic landmarks of Riyadh. The project of King Abdul Aziz 
Historical Center witnesses the efforts of His Royal Highness Prince Salman in the 
reconstruction area, and to link future generations to its timeless historical identity, 
and introducing to the future citizens with the roll of the past and its splendor in all 
spheres.  
 
And the efforts of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud in 
the completion of the heritage projects, totransfer from a dream in minds, to be a 
fact on the ground which speak for themselves, and the eyes recorded its giving 
every day. These projects include the project to develop Hanifa valley, which has 
become vibrant with life after it was a barrage of danger, threatening the 
population of the city of Riyadh. This valley is going to spend eternity of the name 
Prince Salman as a man of action, building and efforts. Its benefits are not only 
limited to the present generation, but it will delight future generations and it would 
be easier for them to provide addition and development. 

The students: 
 
Award of Maintaining Architectural Heritage Project: 
The revival and development of Al-Hawza village at Dhahran south province. 
Student: Muhammad Faisal Saleh Wadi'i. 
 King Abdul-Aziz University - Faculty of Environmental Design:  

Architectural Heritage Project Award 
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- The first winner: the project of designing  a traditional market in district 
Dawasir in Dammam  
Students: Ahmad Abd-Latif Al- Yahya - Khalid Saad Al-Ghamdi 
Dammam University - College of Architecture and Planning 

-  
-  The second winner equally: 

- Prophet’s Market Project (Almnakha market) 
Student: Mohammed Abdulrahman Al-Kooheji. 
King Saud University - College of Architecture and Planning. 

-  
- Project of developing Urban neighborhood for the great martyrs in Madinah 

Students: Mohammed Ibrahim Safie`, and Mohammed Islam Al-Ghonaimy. 
Dammam University - College of Architecture and Planning. 

-  
-  Architectural Heritage Research Award 

 Research and  documentation of Honain road, Students: Turki Mohammed 
Ayash, Mohammed Ali Bagjh 
King Abdul-Aziz University - Faculty of Environmental Design. 

Fifth Session of the Award 
 
The works of the fifth session of the Award of Prince Sultan Bin Salman of the 
Architectural Heritage was launched on 21stRabie`I 1434 AH (February 2, 2013 
AD), and continued for two years. 
 
Members of the Supreme Committee of the Award at its fifth session 

1- Engineer Tariq Ali Reda. 
Director General of Tariq Ali Reda office for Consulting Engineering. 

2-  HE Prof. Dr Adel Ismail. 
Director General of the Office of architecture Consulting Engineering. 

3-  His Excellency Dr. Abdul-Aziz Bin Nasser al-Dossari. 
Chairman of the Saudi Society for Science of Urbanism. 

4-  HE Dr. Yousef Mohammad Abd El-kabeer. 
Dean of the College of Environmental Design at King Abdul-Aziz 
University. 

5- Prof. Mishari Bin Abdullah Na`em. 
Supervisor of the National Architectural Heritage Center of the General 
Authority for Tourism and Antiquities. 

6- Prof. Dr. Said Bin Fayez Al-Saeed. 
Dean of the Faculty of Tourism and Antiquities at King Saud University. 
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7-  HE Dr. Osama Bin Mohamed Noor Al-Gohari. 
Secretary-General of the Award. 

Ceremony of distributing Awards of the fifth session - the first year for students of 
the faculties of Architecture and Planning, Tourism and Antiquities in Saudi 
Arabia, and the Cooperation Council for the Arab Gulf States 
 
HRH Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz-Chairman of the Supreme 
Committee of the Award-, sponsored the ceremony of the fifth session Award(the 
first year for students of the faculties of Architecture and Planning, and Tourism 
and Antiquities in Saudi Arabia, and the Cooperation Council for the Arab Gulf 
States). It was accompanied by exhibition in the atrium building at Taibah 
University in Madinah, on Sunday, 5thSafar 1435 AH (December 8, 2013 AD). 
 
Winners of the fifth session Awards- First year: 
 
The first year of the fifth session of the Award was allocated to the students of the 
faculties of Architecture and Planning, and Tourism and Antiquities in Saudi 
Arabia, and the Cooperation Council for the Arab Gulf states. The winning works 
included the following: 
 
Award of maintaining the architectural heritage: 

- The project won the first Award in half: Project of maintain Nataa` Village. 
Student: Mishari Mansi Buqami (Dammam University - College of 
Architecture and Planning). 

-  The project won the first Award in half: management and rehabilitation of 
the Al-Ala`qeeq Al-Mubarak Valley at Madinah. 
Anwar Ahmed Al-Aqabi: (King Abdul-Aziz University - Faculty of 
Environmental Design). 

Award of Architectural Heritage Project: 

-  The project won the first Award in half: the traditional Craft Center in the 
Eastern province. Student: Nouf Adel al-Barrak (Dammam University - 
Faculty of designs). 

-  The project won the first Award in half: the traditional craft center in Asir. 
Student: Nawras Mohammad Al-Ghanim (Dammam University - Faculty of 
designs). 

-  The project won the second Award in half: National Museum of Antiquities 
in Tarut Island. 
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Students: Amal Abdul Wahab Al-Maleh, Norahan Khaled Draz, and Haifa 
Ahmad Arifi (Dammam University - Faculty of designs). 

-  The project won the second Award in half: National Museum of Antiquities 
in the Arabian Peninsula on the island of Tarout. 
Students: Raneem Saleem Al-Saleem, and Sama Abdul Rauf Al`abd Al-
Jabbar, Shahd Khalid al-Shuaibi, and Najla Mohammed Al Buainain. 

- The project won the third Award in half: House of students and faculty 
members. 
Student: Yasmin Abdel Fattah Suleiman. (Effat University - Architecture 
College). 

- The project won the third Award in half: Traditional Crafts Center in Tabuk. 
Student: Zahra Mahdi Al Baharna (Dammam University - Faculty of 
designs). 

Architectural Heritage Research Award: 

- The research won the first Award in half: the effect of preservation policies 
on the historic sites in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Student: Her Royal Highness Princess Nouf Bint Mohammed Bin Fahd Bin 
Abdul-Aziz Al Saud. (Dammam University - College of Architecture and 
Planning). 

- The research won the first Award in half: the remaining Ottoman 
monuments in Madinah. 
Student: Alia Mahmoud Badr al-Din. (King Saud University - Faculty of 
Tourism and Antiquities) 

The exhibition:   
 
The Award organized an exhibition, to accompany the ceremony award for 
students of faculties of Architecture and Planning, Tourism and Antiquities in 
Saudi Arabia, and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the fifth session- first 
year. It included the sections of sponsors, and models of the winning projects in 
this session, and featuring of all achievements in the previous sessions. 

Architectural Heritage 
 
Preservation of the architectural heritage represents one of the main objectives that 
Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation was established for, because of the close link 
of this heritage to the identity of Saudi Arabia, and its cultural heritage. The urban 
heritage is a reflection of the civilization and values of the community. 
 
 There are numerous Heritage projects in the field of preserving the architectural 
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heritage, to include "national program for the maintenance of old mosques," and 
the launch of the Prince Sultan Bin Salman Architectural Heritage Award, and the 
works of documentation and restoration, and the work of the development of urban 
heritage. 
 
Throughout a decade, Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation was able to contribute in 
documenting many architectural landmarks heritage inside and outside the 
Kingdom through scientific studies which stand on the history of these 
monuments, their urban character, the materials used in their construction, and 
other necessary information to keep the effect of any development. The foundation 
implemented these acts for the sake of various governmental and private entities 
and individuals, as well. 
 
Documentation and Restoration: 
 
 The efforts of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in this field can be illustrated 
through a review of a number of the most important historical buildings for which 
the Foundation contributed to their maintenance. These buildings have historical 
significance. The technical requirements of their restoration is carried out 
according to the chronology of the implementation of these works. 
 
King Abdul-Aziz Palace at Al-Muraba`: 
 
This palace was built in 1357 AH (1937 AD), outside the walls of the old Riyadh, 
later known as Al-Muraba` district. The palace took its name (Al-Muraba` Palace) 
from the affiliation to this place. This palace was built to meet the growing needs 
of the Royal Court, and the family of the founder King Abdul-Aziz Bin Abdur-
Rahman (May Allah send His Mercy upon him). The restoration of the palace 
represented a core for the development of King Abdul-Aziz Historical Center, 
which was carried out by the High Commission for the Development of Riyadh, 
and launched by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd Bin Abdul 
Aziz ( May Allah send His Mercy upon him,) on 19th Shawaal 1419 AH (1998 
AD), on the occasion of  100 years anniversary of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
 
In 1419 AH (1998), AL-Turath philanthropy Foundation held the minor restoration 
works of, old furniture formerly existed in the palace, taking into account, 
maintaining the traditional style of the palace, as much as possible.  Some parts 
that have been changed in the past were re-built, for the recent use, to what it was 
during the reign of King Abdul-Aziz(may Allah send His Mercy upon him). 
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Shubra Historical Palace in Taif: 
 
Shubra Palace was built in 1323 AH (1905 AD) in the northeastern part of Taif city 
in Shubra district, and taken by the King Abdul-Aziz (May Allah send His Mercy 
upon him)- as a residence during the summer. It was the office for the Council of 
Ministers during the reign of King Faisal, (mercy of Allah be upon him),  in 
summer. In 1371 AH (1952 AD), the palace became the headquarters of the 
Ministry of defense and Aviation and General Inspection. Then, it wasconverted 
into a museum related to the Ministry of Education, Department of Antiquities and 
Museums. With the support of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz - 
the Crown Prince, Deputy Premier, Minister of Defense and Aviation and 
Inspector General, (may Allah protect him) . Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation 
started works of the palace restoration and its rehabilitation from inside and outside 
while maintaining its distinctive architectural character to remain as aprominent 
historical landmark and a beacon of unique civilization in 1420 AH (2000AD). 
 
King Abdul-Aziz Palace at Al-Dawadmi 
 
King Abdul-Aziz (May Allah send His mercy upon him)- published his royal order 
of constructing this palace on the seventh of 1349 AH (1930 AD), after he attended 
and identified the location of the palace and its area in the area adjacent to the city 
of Al-Dawadmi to the west, to be a stopover for the king during his  journey 
between Riyadh and Makkah. It is considered a place to receive the heads of the 
local tribes, and the general public. 
 
In 1421 AH (2001 AD), Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation conducted a 
comprehensive registration and documentation of the palace, to be an 
archaeological, architectural and historical landmark. This included documenting 
the palace with photos in the current situation, and to prepare scientific studies on 
the appropriate method for its restoration, which returned to the palace its stature 
and historical value which it acquired throughout the eight decades since its 
establishment. 
 
Emirate Building at Haditha 
 
Emirate building is located at Haditha city in the northern border area. It is a stone 
building with a beautiful architectural style. Ithas an internal courtyard,andconcrete 
ceilings, which were set up by the first production of Saudi cement factory in the 
Kingdom. 
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Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has completed the restoration of the building 
after its documentation in 1421 AH (2001 AD). 
 
Rabi`ah House in Al-Mujamaa 
 
The house of Al-Rabi`ah located at Al-Mujamaa in the Riyadh province is one of 
the important historical buildings in the province. It has already been restored but 
the restoration works did not achieve the goal that carried out for, causing many  
structural problems in the building, such as the fall of its ceiling, and collapsing its 
walls. 
  
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation conducted the rehabilitation and restoration of 
the house an according to international standards to preserve the historic buildings. 
The works of restoration and rehabilitation lasted for two years and completed in 
1421 AH (2001 AD). 
 
Ancient Haddaj Well in Taima 
 
The Hadaj Well, located at Taima city of Madinah is the famous ancient 
monuments in the Kingdom, and its construction dates back before Christ. Itis 
mentioned in a number of books Rahalin, by the geographers of different countries 
and languages, as this Well has a significant influence on the lives of Taima 
residents throughout the centuries. Thanks to it, after giving thanks to Allah 
Almighty, it made Taima city full of orchards and gardens, and this is what made 
the Well name to be much cited in the poems. 
 
With the support of His Royal Highness Prince Fahd Bin Sultan Bin Abdul-Aziz -
Prince of Tabouk area, Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation started in 1422 AH 
(2002 AD), to conduct a scientific study about the conditions for the restoration of 
the Well, including highlights its role, and rehabilitating and planning the 
surrounding area to become a prominent touristic landmark. 
 
Rumaila Mosque in Riyadh 
 
The mosque is located in the middle of Al-Zaheera Street which is located in the 
heart of Riyadh. It is one of the old mosques that have been built in a traditional 
style with clay, and the roof with tamarisk wood. Although the mosque had already 
been restored but the restoration process was not properly conducted, resulting the 
roof to collapse. 
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AL-Turath philanthropy Foundation took over the work of restoration and 
rehabilitation of the mosque using the scientific methods and inaugurated the 
mosque after its rehabilitation in 1422 AH (2002 AD). 
 
Imam Saud Bin Abdul-Aziz bin Mohammed Mosque in Tabab village 
 
The mosque was built when Imam Saud Bin Abdul-Aziz Bin Muhammad 
commissioned its building in 1221 AH (1800 AD), in Tabab village located near 
Abha in Asir region. It has been a beacon of science, a place to teach the Qur’an 
and religious sciences, reading and writing for more than 210 years. Based on the 
order of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz-
(endorsed by Allah), during his era, the mosque was rebuilt through his own 
finance. Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation took over the works of documentation, 
restoration and rehabilitation from inside and outside over three years, so it was 
returned to its original form. Then, the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
ordered to complete the mosque facilities including building a school for 
memorizing Qur’an, a residence of the Imam, washing facilities for the dead, 
toilets, and parking. The work of documentation, rehabilitation and development of 
the mosque was completed in 1423 AH (2003 AD).   
 
King Abdul-Aziz Palace at Al-Muwayh 
 
King Abdul-Aziz Palace is located in the city of Al Muwayh at a distance of 40 
kilometers to the west of Riyadh- Taif highway. The date of its construction is  
dated to 1358 AH (1938 AD) , when  King Abdul-Aziz – (May Allah rest his soul) 
ordered the construction of the palace in this important region, which is on the 
routes for the pilgrims to the holy land, and made it a standing base on the needs of 
citizens and pilgrims and residents of the area. The Palace is an architectural 
masterpiece, as it was built with volcanic rocks and has a fortress, and a complex 
for government departments, and a fuel station. 
 
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has prepared in the year 1422 (2002), a 
comprehensive study of the palace, including its registration 
andscientifically,architecturally and historically documentation with photography, 
as well as determining the optimal method for the restoration and rehabilitation of 
the palace to become a place of pilgrimage touristic place in the region. The project 
of rehabilitating the palace took about a year. 
 
King Abdul-Aziz Palace at Nata` 
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King Abdul-Aziz Palace is located at Nata` to the south of the way extended to 
Assarar at a distance of 35 km from the city of Nairiyah in the eastern region. It 
was built in 1349 AH (1930 AD), where there was a Security office at Nata` to 
facilitate things for those living in that region, and to maintain security. 
 
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has prepared a comprehensive documentation 
of the Palace, which occupies an area of 6724 square meters. It also has prepared 
studies on the optimal method for the restoration and configuration of the palace, 
so that it becomes a touristic place which enjoys various attractions in the historic 
buildings. The project was completed in 1423 AH (2003 AD) and that took one 
year to complete the work. 
 
As-Sokhra mosque at Al-Ula 
 
As-Sokhra Mosque is one of the old mosques in Al-Ula city in Madinah region. It 
was built of traditional stones. For its importance, and in order to maintain it, His 
Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, endured the cost of 
restoration and reconstruction of the mosque. He assigned the work to Al-Turath 
Philanthropy Foundationin 1422 AH (2002 AD), to be completed in  a year. 

AL-Hofuf Primary School 
 
Al-Hofuf Primary School is one of the oldest schools in the Eastern Province of the 
Kingdom, which was founded when King Abdul-Aziz -(May Allah rest his 
soulissued a decree in 1349 AH (1930 AD) to build a government primary school 
in Al-Ahsa province, and it was completed in 1360 AH (1940 AD), and named 
"Hofuf primary School". It is located in the site overlooking the old market of al- 
Ahsa, in a place which meditates the city's neighborhoods. 
 
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has prepared a thorough scientific study of the 
school building, and made a survey for its components, in preparation for the 
rehabilitation and restoration of the building to become a cultural hub in the region. 
The study included determining the optimal method for the restoration of the 
building in terms of construction, by addressing the flaws and failures in the 
building, and maintaining it to its original form. His Royal Highness Prince Sultan 
Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz has been initiated to bear the costs of technical studies 
for the project at his own expense, and the project was completed in 1424 AH 
(2004 AD). 
 
Hijaz Railway station in Madinah 
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The Sultan Abdul Hamid II (May Allah send His Mercy upon him)issued a decree 
on the fifth of Jumada II 1318 AH (1900 AD) to build a railway connecting 
Muslims countries in the north of the Arabian Peninsula to the Holy Land, for what 
hardships were met by pilgrims during their travels for the Hajj and Umrah,  
because most of the time these trips may reach a full year. 

This railroad was named «Hijaz Railway ». The implementation of the project took 
several years, it was done in several stages, the last phase of workwas finished in 
1324 AH (1906 AD). Out of its keenness on the ancient Islamic heritage sites in 
the Kingdom, and its quest to take care of them and their restoration and 
maintenance, the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums, Ministry of 
Education (Ministry of Education currently) gave the task of renovating the station 
to Al-TurathPhilanthropy Foundation, which has restored and rehabilitate the 
station buildings and various facilities. This made it possible to use them in 
different scientific, cultural and touristic purposes, and it was returned to its 
original form as being an important historical landmark which has been added to 
the prominent landmarks in Madinah. 

The project included the restoration and rehabilitation of the main building of the 
station, support buildings, railroad tracks, and some locomotives existing and fence 
around it. It took five years to be implemented starting in 1421 AH (2001 AD), up 
to 1426 AH (2006 AD). 
 
Mada`en Saleh Al-Ula Railway Station 
 
The station is located in the famous ancient city at Mada`en Saleh, which is one of 
the Hejaz railway stations. It is located between the stations of Addar Al-Hamraa 
and Al-Ula. 
 
The works of the station`s documentation, restoration and rehabilitation were 
assigned to Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation, like the work of developing the 
main railway station to Hijaz in Madinah. 

Marhab Palace at Khyber 
 
Marhab Palace or «Al-Qamous Fort» is of the greatest and strongest forts in the 
Arabian Peninsula. It is located in Khyber, to the northeast of the Madinah in the 
Madinah province, and rises above the palace hill overlooking the surroundings 
palm plantations and mud-walled homes. It was distinguished by its private urban 
character as it was built with trimmed stones. Experts attribute the architecture of 
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the palace to before the advent of Islam, and the palace opened in the era of 
Prophet Muhammad, (peace be upon him), at the hands of the Caliph Ali Ibn Abi 
Talib, (may Allah be pleased with him), and some parts were destroyed during the 
opening in seven and eight years of the Hijri.  A number of European voyagers 
were passed on this palace, among them was Carlo Jewmany who visited the 
palace in 1281 AH (1864 AD), and stated that it was in ruins, contrary to assertions 
made by Charles Doughty, who visited it in 1291 AH (1874 AD). He said: «The 
fort was rebuilt by the Ottomans». The palace has been used as the headquarters of 
the Emirate of Khyber, even the people of Khyber transition to the new city. Also, 
it was taken as a seat of government in the reign of King Abdul-Aziz (May Allah 
rest his soul). 
 
The AL-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in 1424 AH (2004 AD) and over three 
years conducted the registration and comprehensive documentation of the palace, 
which included the preparation of scientific, architectural and historical studies and 
portrayal of photography, followed by the restoration of the Palace according to the 
optimal method that best fits its historical time, building materials used in its 
construction, to become one of the popular touristic palaces in Saudi Arabia. 

Project of Historical Diriyyah Development 

 
The Project for the Development of Historical Dir'iyyah,undertaken by the High 
Commission for the Development of Riyadh, aims to turn it into a cultural and 
touristic center at the national level, according to its historical, cultural, 
architectural and environmental characteristics. It requires the restoration of 
archaeological sites and historic facilities in Diriyyah, which was the cradle of the 
start of the first and second Saudi state and its rehabilitation, and the establishment 
of cultural heritage institutions, and adding necessary services for the launch of the 
touristic, cultural and spiritual activity in the city. 
 
The basic phase of the project covers both of archaeological districts of Atturaif 
and Al-Bujairy, in addition to streets, infrastructure, and parking lots, and the 
networks of public utilities and services. The project includes restoring the urban 
structuresto its state before being degraded and disappearing in preparation for  
retaining it within the traditional, cultural and appropriate activities to make it an 
architectural landmark in an open museum. This came after the completion of the 
restoration and development works according to scientific standards followed in 
the restoration of archaeological structures approved by the UNESCO. 
 
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation contributed to this great project through 
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assigning work necessary for consolidation of the buildings in the project of the 
Foundation in 1426 AH (2006 AD). 
 
Salwa Palace Compound at Atturaif District 

The High Commission for the Development of Riyadh is working within its project 
to develop the historic Diriyyah, to establish a set of specialized museums in the 
archaeological suburbs of Atturaif and Al-Bujairy. Diriyyah Museum represents 
one of the most prominent museums, as it will be held in the ruins of Salwa 
Archaeological Palace, which is one of the most historic buildings in the area. 
After the project is completed, the palace will form a part of the show in the open 
museum. 
 
The museum will show the history of first Saudi state, and Salwa Palace. It will 
feature an integrated system consisting of museum paintings, documentaries, 
heritage exhibits, museumobjects, sculptures, and illustrations. As a part of this 
project Al-Turath philanthropy Foundationwas given the work of the survey and 
architectural documentation of the palace and the works of strengthening the 
architectural elements prone to collapse along with the work of removing the 
rubble and cleaning Salwa Palace.  AL-Turath Foundation completed this work in 
1428 AH (2008 AD). 
 
Wooden pulpit in Hadramout 
 
Wooden pulpit located in Hadramout, in the Republic of Yemen constitute the 
wealth of rare Islamic heritage, featuring the Muslim architectural capabilities and 
its interaction with its environment, using what is available in the resources and 
potentials for the formation of architecture elements, combining the functional and 
aesthetic sides. 
 
Because of the great importance of these creative works of heritage and for being 
one of the rare Islamic Heritage which are endangered, His Royal Highness Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, ensures supporting a project to maintain this 
pulpit at his own expense, during his visit to the area of Hadramout in Dhul-Qe`da 
1426 AH (December 2005 AD). In light of this, Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundationin cooperation with the German Agency for Technical cooperation 
Z.T.G represented in the project of Yemeni-German cooperation for urban 
development in Shibam, Hadramout, prepared a preliminary study to keep these 
pulpit. After its restoration by Al-Turath Foundation, it is displayed in the Sana 
museum. 
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Capital Model Institute  

 
We have already addressed (in the chapter of historical documentation) the 
importance of Capital Model Institute and its pioneering role in the process of 
education in the Kingdom and from the keenness of those in charge of the institute 
to document history, and maintain its buildings. Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation was assigned, in 1427 AH (2007 AD), the renovation work of the 
Institute premises, including the administrative building, the outer fence, and 
parking. 

 

Urban Development 
 
In order to preserve the urban character, Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation 
creates new buildings with the style of urban development heritage for the benefit 
of different parties, using traditional materials, including construction technology 
with compressed mud brick and with the introduction of modern systems in the 
building. These buildings included a range of palaces, rural houses, guest houses 
and farms. 
 
Rural house in Nakheel - Al-Udhaibat 
 
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation contributed in building the rural house of His 
Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, known as «Nakheel 
Al-Udhaibat» . The works included the mud house whose construction goes back 
to decades, and the rehabilitation of the mosque, and the restoration of an old well 
which is an important symbol of Najdi architecture. There was also the renewal of 
all the systems used on the farm, including the systems of ventilation, electricity, 
and technical means of communication, so the farm turned into a modern home 
which carries the spirit of the local architecture and identity. 
 
Mud house in Arqa Palace  
 
The Palace is located in the Arqa archaeological district in the western part of the 
city of Riyadh. In 1427 AH (2007 AD), Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation 
contributed, to build a mud house in the palace using traditional materials of stone 
in the foundation, mud bricks in the walls, implementation of plaster mud work, 
andbuilding the roof of tamarisk wood and palm fronds and the carved decorations 
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were drawn on the walls using traditional plaster, stone-paved floors, doors and 
windows made of tamarisk wood, and a fireplace was built in the heart of the 
home. 
 
Al-Moghtra Farm and Rest House 
 
Al-Moghtarra farm and the rest house is located over the hill adjacent to the 
Diriyyah city in the western part of the Arqa neighborhood in the city of Riyadh. In 
1425 AH ( 2005 AD), Al-Turath  Philanthropy Foundation  built therest house and 
farm using compressed mud bricks which is a new technology increases the 
resistance of bricks, carrying loads, and resisting time factors and taking advantage 
of the properties of thermal insulation of clay. 
 
Al-Khalidiya Farm 
 
Al-Khalidiya Farm is located in Tebrak, about 80 kilometers west of the city of 
Riyadh on the road to Riyadh-Taif. Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has 
entrusted the work of building a traditional archaeological farmthat consists of a 
main building, buildings attached to the service, surrounded by walls with high 
towers, as the ancient castles model used for guards. This building is distinguished 
by the use of building technology with compressed mud brick. 
 
Al-Turath Publication 
 
AI-Turath Philanthropy Foundation published a wide range of books around the 
subject of heritage, whether this heritage is Saudi, Arabic, Islamic or more 
generally human. It is concerned with the translation of books dealing with 
heritage in all its various aspects. As a part of this interest, AI-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation published a series of documentary books about the kings of Saudi 
Arabia, highlighting aspects of their personalities and achievements in various 
fields of endeavor.  
 
The Foundation has also produced books on the history of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, its regions, the stages of its development, customs and traditions, cultural 
and civilization heritage in general. They record the impressions of explorers and 
seasoned travelers and their memoirs about the country, anecdotes and pictures of 
the Arabian Peninsula taken during historical times. The production of these books 
was a result of either an initiative or funding from the foundation or for the other 
sectors concerned with documenting the heritage of the Kingdom and the 
achievements of its civilization. 
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AI-Turath Philanthropy Foundation oversight committee was keen to examine and 
audit the books before they were published to ensure that the books have a direct 
correlation with the history and heritage of the Kingdom and to monitor the events 
occurred in shaping Saudi Arabia. The books published by the foundation have 
covered various regions of the Kingdom, as its history was made of events and 
famous people who have travelled through and observed these areas. 
 
The books published by AI-Turath Philanthropy Foundation, whether in Arabic or 
English have novelty, depth, richness of information, scientific discourse, as well 
as the idiosyncratic observations of the travelers which are by definition personal 
yet give a close-up picture of life on the Arabian Peninsulaat the time when 
information and documentations was scarce. 
 
AI-Turath Philanthropy Foundation published a number of books, each of which 
has closely defined targets, and ensuring that the heritage dimension features in 
them. The Foundation took on the responsibility of publishing the ‘Arriyadh 
Magazine’ for years, and has worked to develop it to meet the objectives of the 
Arriyadh Municipality. It also issues a monthly press file, which reports the 
Heritage news in the Arab and Muslim worlds, as the foundation utilizes industry-
standard technology to print digital versions.  
 
Thus, publication is an important part in achieving the Foundations objectives in 
raising awareness of the importance of heritage and its contribution to the 
dissemination of culture. 

 
King Abdul-Aziz 
 
It is a historical illustrated book deals with the biography of the founder King 
Abdul Aziz Bin Abdul Rahman Al Saud (May Allah rest his soul). It included a 
collection of rare photographs for different stages of his life, featuring his local and 
international achievements in all political, economic and social fields. 
 
There are two editions published for the book, in Arabic and English, in 
collaboration with the King Abdul-Aziz Foundation, on the occasion of 100 years 
since the establishment of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1419 AH (1999 AD). 
 
King Saud 
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It is a historical illustrated book about King Saud Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud (May 
Allah send His mercy upon him) and includes rare pictures of the king, and what 
he has done in different  stages, at national, Arabic, Islamic and international 
levels, in the fields of politics, economy and culture. The book was published in 
1428 (2007). 
 
King Faisal 
 
It is a historical illustrated book about King Faisal Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud- (May 
Allah send His mercy upon him)–and includes a large collection of photographs 
documenting different stages of his life, and recorded most of his prominent 
achievements and the most important events that contributed to these 
achievements. It has been published in 1429 AH (2008 AD). 
 
King Khaled 
 
It is a historical illustrated book about King Khalid bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud- (May 
Allah send His mercy upon him ) and includes a number of images that highlight 
the bright aspects of his career, the big achievements within inside and outside, his 
contributions to the various historical stages, and the most important events and 
people in his life. The book also includes a selection of rare historical images 
which narrate his biography which was full of achievements. 
 
Prince Salman 
 
It is a historical illustrated book about His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin 
Abdul-Aziz Al Saud, Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense. It documents the most important stages of his life, and reflects most of his 
important achievements with pictures. 
 
Sheikh Isa Bin Salman Al-Khalifa 
 
It is a book which documented in pictures the most important stages of the life  of 
His  Highness Shaikh Isa Bin Salman Al-Khalifa, Prince of the State of Bahrain –
(May Allah send His Mercy upon him) and what he achieved to accomplish 
advancement of his country in various fields. It was published in 1432 AH (2012 
AD). 

Biography of the architectural heritage 
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His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud offers new 
stories about the architectural heritage in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. HE has 
offered his tales, in the third edition of the book «Biography of the Architectural 
Heritage», with the participation of Dr. Mishari Bin Abdullah Na`em, about the 
architectural heritage in Saudi Arabia, implemented by his Highness at different 
stages in the cultural dimension of the national heritage; to encourage the 
community and its importance to urban heritage. 

 
The book also addressed the initiatives taken by His Highness on a personal level 
in order to maintain the identity of the Saudi city, highlighting the close 
relationship between the city and its heritage and history. It was published in 1435 
AH (2013 AD). 
 
 
The camera of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al-
Saud 
 
The book includes a collection of valuable images taken by the camera of His 
Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud, through 
various trips by land or air, moving between the countryside and urban throughout 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through towering mountains, its valleys and plains, 
along with a collection of photos he had taken during  his visits in other countries. 

The book addresses the beauty of nature, as His Royal Highness documented a 
number of archaeological sites. The book was written in about 180 pages of 
medium size. It has been published by Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in 1434 
AH (2012 AD). 
. 

 
Saudi Arabia in the eyes of early photographers 
 

It is a historical illustrated book which talks about the beginnings of photography 
in the Kingdom and reviews the history of the early photographers, who took the 
early photographs of various regions of the Kingdom. It includes a unique 
collection of rare historical images. It was written by William Facey and Gullian 
Grant and has been published in 1417 AH (1997 AD). 
 
Back To Earth 
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It is an architectural book in English under the title "Back to Earth". It addresses 
the possibility of benefiting from the traditional construction methods and its 
development, in line with the requirements of modern times. It discusses the 
restoration and rehabilitation of the rural home at Udhaibat farm, while 
maintaining its traditional character, using traditional raw materials, and working it 
to go with modern construction techniques. It was written by William Facey and 
has been published in 1418 AH (1998 AD). 
 
Diriyyah and the first Saudi State 
 
It is a historical book which addresses the history of Diriyyah in the era of the first 
Saudi state, and documents the stages of its development. It reviews the details of 
the city's life and its urban heritage, the stage of the conflict witnessed by Diriyyah, 
and the effort made in order to defend it. It has been written by William Facey and 
published under the auspices of Sheikh Abdullah Bin Saad Al-Rashed in 1419 AH 
(1999 AD). 

Al-Medinah Al-Monawara as the most marvelous city 
 
It is a historical book about Madinah which reviews its history since the pre-
Islamic era to the present era. It discusses some of its virtues, displays its walls, its 
names, and markets and mosques, and includes a number of ancient and modern 
images. It was written by Dr. Mukhtar Mohamed Balol and has been published in 
1421 AH (2001 AD). 
 
The features of the traditional culture at A`seer (Ethnographic Study) 
 
 It is a documentary book about physical heritage, and its relations with the social 
and environmental aspects in the south of Saudi Arabia. It represents an 
«ethnographic» study carried out by King Saud University in Riyadh in 
cooperation with the University of Vienna, Austria. This study addresses the 
activities of A`seer region in the areas of traditional architecture and folk crafts. 
 It was written by Walter Dostal and the book is translated from English by Dr. 
Youssef Mukhtar Al-Ameen and Dr. Saad Bin Abdul-Aziz Al-Rashed. It has been 
published in 1422 AH (2002 AD). 
 
The Arab Chest 
 
 This book is about the Arab Chest published in English. It addresses the 
importance of the old Chest, and how it was used by the Arabs to save their 
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properties and precious belongings. It was written by Sheila Onon and has been 
published in 1427 AH (2006 AD). It is an objective book to record the history of 
the Arab and Islamic civilization through the chronology. 
 
Arab and Islamic civilization in Saudi Arabia 
 
It is an encyclopedic book featuring the most prominent features of Arab and 
Islamic civilization in Saudi Arabia during different eras. It was written by a 
number of specialists and historians. 
 
Images of pilgrims to Mecca in 1325 AH (1908 AD) 
 
The book includes a rare collection of historical valuable pictures taken by Dr. 
Mohammed al-Husseini for Makkah in the Hajj season in 1325 AH (1908 AD) 
from the archives of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the fathers of the 
Dominican in Cairo. These photos are distinguished by showing the landmarks of 
the holy land at that time, their coverage of the pilgrimage from the beginning to 
the end. They contained photos of senior accompanying officials of the missions, 
ports and life on board of the laden ship, and travel routes between Jeddah and 
Makkah, and  Egypt and Sham. This can draw a lot of facts and information of 
historical dimensions about the reality of pilgrimage at that time. This book has 
been published in 1431 AH (2010 AD). 
 
Madinah: its urban traditional structure and composition 
 
The book addresses the urban elements and the physical infrastructure of 
Madinah,its forts and defensive buildings. It highlights the old city and historical 
markets and reviews the features of «Majidiyah Architecture» of the Prophet's 
Mosque, schools and facilities that were spread throughout the complex. It also 
shows Arif Hekmat and Al-A`in Azzarqaa libraries and some urban characteristics 
of buildings in Madinah. The book is written by Dr. Mohammed Bin Abdul 
Rahman Al-Hassein and has been published in 1431 AH (2010 AD). 
 
 
 
Bedouins Weaving 
 
It is a book which was published in English and written by Joy Tautah Hilden. It 
addresses the types of Bedouins weaving in the Arabian Peninsula, the methods of 
its sewing, the materials used in weaving, symbols embossed on them, the products 
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made of them, and uses of these various weaving in different parts of Saudi Arabia. 
It has been published in 1431 AH (2010 AD). 
 
Al-Hamraa  as a trip to the Andalusian Architectural Heritage: 

The idea of the book came as a result of an exploratory trip organized by the 
General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities and the municipalities and their 
chairmen, within the mutual exchange with heads of Spanish cities; to provide an 
opportunity for exploring the heritage of Spanish cities experience, which 
emphasizes the importance of experience in the field of maintaining the Islamic 
architectural heritage, through the formulation of a competent expert in urban 
heritage. Prof. Dr. Mishari Bin Abdullah Na`em is a keen and perfect person for 
talking about the Islamic architectural heritage in Andalusia which is left by our 
Arab ancestors in this part of the Earth. It has been published in 1435 AH (2013 
AD). 

 
King Abdul-Aziz Al-Saud: An Illustrated History 
 
It is a historical illustrated book about the founder King Abdul-Aziz (May Allah 
rest his soul).It includes a collection of rare images for the most important 
historical stages in his life, and reviews his achievements. This book has been 
published by the Ministry of Culture and Information, to mark 100 years since the 
establishment of the Kingdom in Arabic, English, French and Italian languages in 
one book in 1419 AH (1999 AD). 
 
Riyadh: History and Development 
 
It is a historical illustrated book which presents the stages of the historical, urban 
and cultural development, which has been achieved in Riyadh through 100 years. It 
includes a rare collection of ancient and modern images, in addition to a number of 
drawings and ancient maps of Riyadh. It has been published by the Riyadh 
Municipality in 1419 AH (1999 AD). 
 
Riyadh, In the Eyes of Voyagers 

 
It is a historical book which includes what was written about the city of Riyadh by 
number of the voyagers’ who visited the city in multiple times. The book mentions, 
what they talked about during their interviews about King Abdul-Aziz (May Allah 
rest his soul)and their observations about the people, customs, traditions and 
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buildings. The book has been published by the Riyadh Municipality in 1421 AH 
(2001 AD). 
 
Photos from Saudi Arabia 
(North and west of Saudi Arabia) 
 
It is a documentary book which includes a collection of photos taken by the two 
French archeologists: Jaussen and Savignac. It is an important historic source for 
the northern and western regions of Saudi Arabia. The book was published in 
cooperation with the Arab World Institute in Paris, in conjunction with the 
exhibition embraced by the exhibition under the same title. The book was 
published in two editions in Arabic and French by the King Abdul-Aziz public 
Library in 1421 AH (2001 AD). 
 
Holy Kaaba and the Two Holy Mosques as Architecture and history 
 
It is a Historical book which documents the history of Holy Kaaba and the Two 
Holy Mosques, and the evolution of their architecture through history till their 
expansion in the era of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd Bin 
Abdul-Aziz (may Allah send His Mercy on him). It reviews a collection of 
documents, old and modern photos and illustrations for the Two Holy Mosques. 
The book was written by Sheikh Obeid-Allah Muhammad Amin Kurdi ( May 
Allah send His Mercy upon him ) and was published by bin Laden Group, Saudi 
Arabia, in two editions in English and Arabic in 1422 AH (2002 AD). 
 
Way to Mecca 

It is a book translated from English in which the author Muhammad Asad (May 
Allah send His Mercy upon him) describes his journey across the desert to Makkah 
during King Abdul-Aziz`s (May Allah rest his soul). It addresses the relationship 
that developed between them, and gives a detailed account of his previous life and 
his life after converting to Islam. The book was published by King Abdul-Aziz 
public Library in 1424 AH (2004 AD). 
 
Arabian Peninsula Felipe 
 
The book reviews the biography of the voyagerAbdullah Felipe (Harry St. John),( 
may Allah send His mercy upon him ). It addresses the story of his conversion to 
Islam and his marriage, and his relationship with the founder King Abdul-Aziz – 
(May Allah rest his soul).  It also discusses Felipe`s efforts in some of the 
economic and political issues in the Kingdom. It was written by Elizabeth Monroe, 
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and translated into Arabic by Ahmed Omar Shahin. It has been published by King 
Abdul-Aziz public Library in 1425 AH (2004 AD). 
 
The family of the Holy Valley (Wadi-e-Mubarak) in Al-Mizan (1371 – 1395 AH)  
 
It is a literary book which addresses "The family of the Holy Valley", and deals 
with the importance of the cultural role since the early seventies, the details of its 
inception, its objectives and principles, its achievements, contributions, and their 
impact in the literary reality in the Kingdom. It was written by Dr. Mohammad Al-
Eid Al-Khatrawi and has been published by King Abdul-Aziz Public Library in 
1426 AH (2005AD). 
 
Riyadh region: Old Political and Cultural History  
 
It is a historical book about the old Arab kingdoms in the Riyadh representing two 
periods: old and new. It addresses the administrative systems of the kingdoms, 
their homes, religious architecture, mosques, cemeteries and a number of cultural  
forms represented in the diversity of industries, methods of grazing, agriculture, 
gaming, leisure activities, and ancient Arabic writings, Thamudic and Nabaetean 
writings. This book was written by Dr. Suleiman Bin Abdur-Rahman Al-Zeab and 
has been published by Riyadh Municipality in 1428 AH (2007 AD). 
 
Traditional Crafts Of Saudi Arabia 
It is an introductory illustrated book about traditional crafts of Saudi Arabia which 
was published in English. It reviews all the handicraft items in the Kingdom, from 
weaving, woodwork, baskets, metal works and tools which were used by the 
island's residents in their lives in the desert. The book is a reference for those 
interested in this area. It was written by John Topham, and published by the 
General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities in 1426 AH (2005 AD). 

Saudi Ports: An Achievement and A miracle 

It is a documentary book which displays the main features of ports in Saudi Arabia 
during the 100 years. It reviews some of the historical aspects of those ports, their 
role and contribution in advancing development of the Kingdom, and their 
importance in receiving vessel and providing support services to them. This book 
has been published in two editions in Arabic and English by the General 
Foundation of Saudi ports in 1428 AH (2007 AD). 
 
The Native Architecture of Saudi Arabia 
It is an architect book published by the Riyadh Municipality, talking about local 
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architecture in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and was supported by illustrated 
images.  
 
Princes of Riyadh during Saudi Arabia covenants  
 
It is a historical book published by Riyadh Municipality which addresses the 
princes, who led the Emirate of Riyadh, through various covenants of Saudi 
Arabia, and the developments that have accompanied their governance of the 
emirate. It was supported by a number of rare documents and photographs and was 
written by Dr. Abdullah Bin Mohammed Al- Munif. It has been published in 1429 
AH (2008 AD). 
 
Teacher: Mohammed Awad Bin Laden 
 
The book addresses the biography of the businessman Sheikh. Mohammed Awad 
Bin Laden, starting from his lineage and origin in Hadramout, through his 
transferring to Jeddah and its beginning in the construction sector, his approach to 
work and deal with the most prominent projects that he was implemented. His 
works included the Holy Mosque, the Prophet's Mosque and the Aqsa Mosque. 
The book ends with the review of his high human features.  It was written by 
Khalaf Ahmed Ashour Al-Sepeh and has been published in 1431 AH (2010 AD). 
 
New Life for Old Structures 

It is an architect book which addresses the revival of the old buildings in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and displays the old Diriyyah as a model for the revival 
of the traditional architectural heritage. 
 
Electronic Versions 
 
AL-Turath Institution is seeking to take advantage of information technology 
solutions to develop publications in the field of electronic publishing, whether it is 
through the issuance of CDs or through its web site: www.al-turath.com 
 
Among these versions: 
 
 There is a CD about His Royal Highness Prince Fahd Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz 
 
The AL-Turath Institution has published  a CD featuring all that was written about 
His Royal Highness Prince Fahd Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz- (May Allah send 
His Mercy upon him ). It includes a collection of articles and poems published 
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after his death in Saudi newspapers and magazines, to form a data base from which 
the search process is conducted and accessing required information smoothly and 
easily. 
 
CD about the family tables of the Saudi royal family 
 
AL-Turath Foundation works currently on converting "The family tables of the 
Saudi royal family," written by Sheikh Abdul Rahman Bin Sulaiman Ruwaished 
into an electronic database, to be published on CD with the purpose of providing 
documented material about the Saudi royal family members, in Arabic and 
English, in chronological and historical sequence. This came in addition to 
providing a flexible formula to meet the requirements of the search and accessing 
information easily. 
 
Heritage Heroes 
 
It is a series of seven parts offered and supported by His Royal Highness Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, and addresses 18 personalities from around 
the world who were able to confirm that the past can find ample room in our 
speedy cities, The film was broadcast on the BBC. 
 
These heroes came from all aspects of life, from princes to trade unionists, 
including a common  feature which is an unshakable faith, that the present seems a 
poor unless we maintain our great urban heritage. 
 
Those heroes are from Australia, Bahrain, Cuba, Beirut, New York, India, Ladakh, 
Zanzibar, Norway, China, Nepal, New Orleans, Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Britain, 
Argentina, Beijing, and Turkey. 
 
 
The film of architectural heritage pioneers of the Kingdom 
 
It is a documentary film in a series which documents the pioneers of architectural 
heritage in Saudi Arabia. It addresses all of the historical Diriyyah, historical Ghat, 
and the Ushaiger archaeological village. It also sheds light on historical Jeddah, its 
significance and old houses, as well as the importance of architectural heritage in 
the princely school and Al-Jabri mosque in the historical city of Hofuf.  
 
Cultural Forum 
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The Philanthropy Heritage Foundation seeks to contribute to serving the cultural 
heritage in the Kingdom through a permanent participation in local symposia, Arab 
and international forums. It has a clear role in the revitalization of the cultural 
movement in the Kingdom, by organizing a number of cross-cultural activities and 
seasonal events, which have been held over the past years. These events 
included organizing exhibitions, seminars, conferences, lectures and training 
courses that converge in the many aspects of heritage preservation. 
 
The Foundation has demonstrated its cultural effectiveness by introducing new 
issues onto the cultural scene that highlight the richness of Arab and Islamic 
heritage in general and Saudi heritage in particular. How effective this has been is 
characterized by the openness to the experience by others, through the involvement 
of a large number of foreign experts interested in the Saudi, Arab and Islamic 
Heritage and their perspective on this history. This interest in this combined 
heritage derives from the importance of cultural interaction in a world that has 
become, in terms of communication and national interaction, a ‘global village’. 
 
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation also recorded an active presence in Arab and 
international conferences, focused on the geography and concerns of heritage, on 
both the Arab and international levels. 
 
Exhibitions 
Exhibition of Saudi-German relations 
 
The exhibition was held under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Salman 
Bin Abdul Aziz - Governor of Riyadh Region, (may Allah protect him ) and 
attended by Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder –the Chancellor of the Federal Republic 
of Germany. It was organized by Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in 
cooperation with the German Embassy in the Kingdom, and sponsored by Al-
Juffali Group, on 18th Muharram 1424 AH (March 21, 2003). It included a series of 
rare photographs which documented the friendly relationship between Saudi 
Arabia and Germany over 75 years. 

Exhibition of Saudi Arabia photos - North and West of Saudi Arabia 
 
The exhibition, organized by Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation, included a 
selected group of rare historical images for the North and west of Saudi Arabia, 
taken by the French archeologists Jaussen and Savignac. The exhibition was held 
under the auspices of King Abdul-Aziz Public Library in the French capital in 
cooperation with the Arab World Institute in Paris. Then, it moved on tour which 
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included both Riyadh and Jeddah. 
 
Fair of book" My Trip to Mecca"  
 
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation organized the exhibition to mark the launch of 
the book «My trip to Mecca», written by Gilles Gervais Kortelmon (Abdullah Bin 
al-Bashirin 1423 AH /2003 AD). It included 33 different image of the Holy 
Mosque, and some of the landmarks in Makkah and Jeddah. 
 
Prince Salman inaugurates the Books of Kings Saud, Faisal and Khaled 
 
HRH Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, the Governor of Riyadh- at that time-, and 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of King Abdul-Aziz Foundation, on 6thZul-
Qe`da in 1427 AH (25thNovember, 2006 AD, inaugurated the opening ceremony of 
the symposium which was about the history of King Saud Bin Abdul-Aziz Al 
Saud-(May Allah send His Mercy upon him)-. This symposium was organized by 
King Abdu-Aziz Foundation and was held at the King Faisal Hall for conferences  
in Riyadh, where he inaugurated his illustrated book published by Al-Turath 
Philanthropy Foundation and sponsored by the sons and daughters of King Saud –
(May Allah send His Mercy upon him)-. This book documented photos for stages 
of his life and the roles he carried out during his life time. 
On Tuesday, 1st of Jumada I 1429 AH ( 6th May 2008 AD), thegovernor of Riyadh 
region sponsored the opening of the scientific symposium ceremony for showing 
the history of King Faisal Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud,( May Allah send His Mercy 
upon Him ). This symposium was organized by the Foundation at King Faisal Hall 
for Conferences in Riyadh. His Highness launched the illustrated book about His 
Majesty King Faisal- (May Allah send His Mercy upon him). This book was 
published by Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation under the patronage of King 
Faisal Foundation, which monitors King Faisal life and his eternal achievements 
with pictures. 
 
His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz also sponsored a scientific 
symposium about the history of King Khalid Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud. It was 
organized by King Abdul-Aziz Foundation on 26th Jumada I 1431 AH (10thMay, 
2010 AD) at King Faisal Conference Hall in Riyadh, where he launched his 
illustrated book for His Majesty King Khalid – (May Allah send His Mercy upon 
him). The book was published by Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation for the 
benefit of King Khalid Philanthropy Foundation. It addresses the full biography of 
King Khalid, through images which documented the various stages of his life. 

Exhibition of Riyadh "History and Development" 

https://www.google.com.sa/search?safe=strict&q=Arabia+Felix+by+Jason+and+Signage&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjk76r-wM_WAhVCfhoKHV6dABAQvwUIISgA�
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Al Turath Philanthropy Foundation organized an exhibition on Riyadh «Riyadh:its 
history and development » under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman Bin Abdul Aziz - Governor of Riyadh Region, at that time- in 1420 AH 
(2000 AD), with the participation of the Municipality of the Riyadh region. It 
included a group of historical and modern images of Riyadh, in order to 
representthe glorious past of the city and highlighting the features of contemporary 
renaissance, and to identify thevolume of development over 100 years, through the 
presentation of replicas of the most important cultural projects which has been 
carried out.  

National Archive Exhibition of Historical Photographs 

The exhibition was held on the occasion of the inauguration of the National 
Archives of historical photographs at King Fahd National Library in Riyadh on 
28thZul-Hija 1420 AH (March 3, 2000 AD) under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Prince Sultan Bin Abdul-Aziz -Crown Prince, Deputy Premier, Minister 
of Defense and Aviation and Inspector General (May Allah send His Mercy upon 
him). The exhibition, organized by the Philanthropy Foundation includes models 
of historical images that included in the National archives of historical 
photographs. The same exhibition was also organized in Abha, Madinah, 
Jeddah,Al-Baha, and Dammam, in order to define the various segments of society 
with its past heritage, and the history of the Kingdom and the most important 
events. 

 

Fahd Exhibition: Biography and March  

The exhibition was held on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd Bin Abdul-Aziz – (May Allah send His Mercy 
upon him )- since he had the reins of government in the Kingdom. It was organized 
by the  Philanthropy Foundation in collaboration with King Fahd National Library 
and it included a set of images that represent different stages of the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd Bin Abdul-Aziz – (May Allah send His Mercy 
upon him)-. It monitored a number of domestic trips and events under his 
patronages or global events such as those in which he represented the Kingdom. In 
conjunction with the exhibition, there was an introductory book which bears the 
name «Fahd: Biography and the march» which reviews some excerpts from his life 
which was his achievements at various levels, by image and word. 

Syrian Architectural Heritage Exhibition 

The exhibition of «Syrian Architectural Heritage» was held in19th Sha'ban 1425 
AH (October 3, 2004 AD). It included a number of lectures, which dealt with 
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aspects of the Syrian architectural features and included also a photo exhibition of 
the Syrian touristic areas. The exhibition was held in cooperation with the Embassy 
of the Syrian Arab Republic and the Saudi Society for Science of Urbanism in 
Riyadh. 

Exhibition of Arabian Peninsula in the old European maps 

The exhibition was held under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Salman 
Bin Abdul-Aziz, Prince of Riyadh region, at that time- on 10th Safar 1426 AH 
(April 19, 2005 AD) at temporary Exhibition Hall of the National Museum. It 
included 75 old European map, representing various Arab areas of the island 
between the tenth and thirteenth Hijri centuries (the end of the fifteenth century 
and the beginning of the nineteenth century centuries AD). It is a special 
collectionof HE Dr. Khalid Al-Angari - Minister of Higher Education - and it is 
one of the rarest maps, which were found for the Arabian Peninsula. It represents a 
relatively advanced period of time in excess of three consecutive centuries. Al-
Turath philanthropy Foundation organized the exhibition sponsored by Faisal 
International Academy. 
 
Exhibition"When Arabic Science spoke"  

It was organized by Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in a tent of Riyadh 
Municipality at Al-Malaz district, in collaboration with the French Embassy in the 
Kingdom on 28thRabi`e  awwal, 1426 AH (May 7, 2005 AD) for 15 days. It has 
given the public the opportunity to learn the most important scientific 
achievements at the hands of Muslim Scholars in the areas of: arithmetic, algebra, 
medicine and architecture, through a combination of live models for their 
achievements, and some illustrated paintings, which highlights those scientists’ 
works to enrich the science and knowledge in various different fields. 

Exhibition of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Archive of historical photographs of the 
Capital Model Institute. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in cooperation with the capital Model Institute, 
organized an exhibition of Prince Sultan Bin Salman archive of historical 
photographs of the Capital Model Institute on 13thRabi`e awwal, 1427 AH (April 
11, 2006 AD), under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Ahmad Bin 
Abdul Aziz - Deputy Interior Minister -at that time-, President of board of 
Directors for the graduates of the institute - on the occasion of the inauguration of 
the archive. The exhibition included a selection of rare photographs from the 
archive. 

Homeland Memory Exhibition 
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The AL-Turath  Foundation organized the exhibition of «Homeland Memory» in 
cooperation with the Municipality of Jeddah, on the occasion of the National Day 
celebrations of the Kingdom in 1427 AH (2006 AD), in King Abdul-Aziz cultural 
center in Abraq Al-ragamh located at the west of Jeddah. The exhibition contained 
a collection of rare photographs of the Kingdom's cities and regions. 

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Suleiman Gallery 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation organized a photo gallery of His Excellency 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Saleh Al-Suleiman in the social center of Saleh Bin Saleh in 
U`niza at Al-Qassim region on 28thDhu al-Hijjah 1430 AH (15th September, 2009 
AD). The exhibition included photographs of the march of the life of His 
Excellency Sheikh Abdullah Al-Suleiman, his trips and his achievements in his 
homeland. 

Exhibition "Images of pilgrims to Mecca" 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation organized an exhibition «Images of pilgrims to 
Mecca in 1325 AH (1908 AD)» under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince 
Khalid Al-Faisal – Prince of Makkah Region (at that time). It was held in a 
museum «Bab Al-Bant in Jeddah» in Jumada II in 1431 AH (18 May 2010). The 
exhibition inaugurated by His Royal Highness Prince Mishaal Bin Majed – 
governor of Jeddah –included 54 historical valuable pictures taken by Dr. 
Mohammed al-Husseini for Makkah in the Hajj season in 1325 AH (1908 
AD).They are one of the archives of Oriental Studies Institute for Dominican 
fathers of at Cairo. This exhibition comes from interest of the foundation and it’s 
care of the Saudi national heritage, which is an extension of the Arab and Islamic 
heritage. It expresses its commitment to effective partnership, and fruitful 
cooperation with various relevant parties to develop heritage and to preserve it. 

Riyadh International Exhibition of oil, gas and petrochemical industries 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation participated with a special section within the 
Riyadh International Exhibition of oil, gas and petrochemical industries, organized 
by the Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Resources of Saudi Arabia on the 
occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the founding the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) in Riyadh on 10thZul-Qe`da 1431 AH (October 18, 
2010 AD). The AL-Turath  Foundation exhibition included a series of historical 
images about the history of the oil industry in Saudi Arabia and its beginnings. The 
section also included a show of a range of the Foundation publications  

Exhibit of historical photographs at Princess Nora Bint Abdul Rahman University, 
sponsored by AL-Turath 
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Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation sponsored the Project of Preparatory Year at 
Princess Nora Bint Abdul Rahman University under the title «  “Long Live your 
Strength» on 14-21Rabi`e II 1433 AH (March 7, 2012 AD). This came through the 
exhibition of historical photographs that included twenty private rare images of the 
kings of the kingdom, as well as pictures of some parts of the Kingdom. The 
support and the care of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation for the exhibition of 
historical photos in the University of Princess Nora Bent Abdulrahman within the  
philanthropy works carried out by the Foundation, to strengthen the partnership 
and cooperation with the parties that support the heritage and take care of it. 

Exhibition of Abdul Rahman Al-Sudairy Foundation for pictures of Arab and the 
West Explorers 

Under the patronage of AL-Turath philanthropy Foundation, Abdul Rahman Al-
Sudairy philanthropy Foundation- held an exhibition of old pictures of Arab and 
Western explorers who passed through Al-Jawf region and other for the 
Foundation Publications. The exhibition was opened on 27th Rabi` 1433 AH 
(March 21, 2012 AD) in the main hall of Dar Al-Jawf for Science in the presence 
of a number of those who were interested in the heritage and invited dignitaries 
and members of the Foundation. 

Riyadh International Book Fair 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation participated in the Riyadh International Book 
Fair, which was held in the period from 13-23 Rabi`e II 1433 AH (6-16\3\2012. 
AD). The participation of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in cultural forums in 
which the Riyadh International Book Fair comes in the top part of its activities is to 
realize of the vision to establish the community awareness of heritage, and its 
importance in the formation of national identity, linking new generations to it 
through interactive activities which make them to understand the heritage value in 
the reality of their lives, and its importance in looking ahead, confirming renewed 
this heritage, and its ability to interact and keep going on. 

National Museum embraces Pilgrimage Exhibition 1908 

In collaboration with the French Embassy in the National Museum of the King 
Abdul Aziz Historical CenterAL-Turath Philanthropy Foundation organized a Hajj  
photos exhibition for the year 1325 AH (1908 AD). The exhibition was opened on 
6th Muharram 1434 AH (21stNovember 2012 AD) by Dr. Abdullah Al-Jasser, Vice 
Minister of Culture and Media and Bertran Bezansono- the French Ambassador of 
Saudi Arabia. 

The exhibition shows thejourney of pilgrims starting from riding their camels to 
completing their pilgrimage. These pictures were taken by Dr. Mohammed 
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Husseini, who was born in 1279 AH (1863 AD) in the city of Allahabad, India and 
was from a well-educated Muslim family. He learnt the Qur’an at a young age, in 
addition to several foreign languages including Persian and English and he was a 
medical doctor and was appointed as an assistant to the British consul in Jeddah to 
oversee the pilgrims sent by India every year. 

The photographs were back to a unique set acquired by the Dominican Institute for 
Oriental Studies presented by Dr. Mohammed al-Husseini and kept in the archive 
of Paris. Basically these photographs address the subject of Mahmil, a curtained 
litter carried by camels. 

The photographs were a unique set acquired by the Dominican Institute for 
Oriental Studies presented by Dr. Mohammed al-Husseini and kept in the archive 
of Paris.  
 
Participation in the Riyadh International Book Fair 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation participated in the Riyadh International Book 
Fair, which was held in duration from 23rdRabi`e II till 3rd Jumada I, 1434 AH (5-
15 March, 2013 AD). 

The Foundation section included a large number of its specializedpublications in 
history, culture and heritage in Arabic, English and French. The foundation also 
offered documentaries films of the pioneers of Heritage series around the world, 
specifically for Saudi Arabia and Morocco. 

On this occasion, the Foundation also organized an exhibition of historical photos 
in the Saudi press and scientific forum along with it. 

Exhibition and Forum of "Historical Images in Saudi Newspapers" 

His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, Crown Prince, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defense, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of King Fahd 
National Library and the Chairman of King Abdul-Aziz Foundation, has 
inaugurated on 20th Rabi 1434 AH (March 3, 2013 AD) the exhibition and Forum 
of «Historical Images in Saudi newspapers». It was organized by Al-Turath 
philanthropy Foundation in cooperation with the Ministry of culture and 
InformationKing Abdul-Aziz Historic Research Center, King Fahd national 
Library, and with the participation of the Saudi Press agency, and a number of 
Saudi journalistic institutions, and Saudi Aramco. It was held in the VIP lounge at 
Riyadh international Centre for fairs and conferences. 

The exhibition which coincided with the Riyadh International Book Fair was lasted 
for two weeks. The Foundation sponsors a book about the historical images in the 
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Saudi press which highlights the importance of historical valuable and rare images 
and their role in the national documentation. 

Exhibition of «Historical Images in Saudi Newspapers» - Janadariaya 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation organized the second trip of the exhibition 
«Historical Images in Saudi Newspapers» in collaboration with the King Abdul-
Aziz Foundation to coincide with Janadariya festival for the heritage and culture, 
which was held from 22nd Jumada I- 9th Jumada II 1434 AH (3-19 April 2013 AD), 
in the lobby wing of King Abdul-Aziz Foundation in Janadariaya. 

These images contribute to the definition of development witnessed in the Saudi 
press during the Saudi crown, along with the general development in various 
fields. They documented events, characters places and others. 

Pilgrimage Fair 1908 - Dar al-Hikma College 

 In collaboration with Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation, Dar al-Hikma College 
organized the exhibition "pilgrimage to Mecca in 1908" at the headquarters of the 
college in Jeddah during the period from 23-27 Zul-Qe`da 1434 AH (September 
29-October 3, 2013 AD). 

The exhibition included 53valuable historical photos about the pilgrimage in 1325 
AH (1908 AD), which represents a history of the city of Jeddah and its quarters 
and Makkah historical gates. 

Hajj Photos Exhibition in Katara 1908 - Qatar 

Al-Turath foundation organized an exhibition in Katara in Qatar for a Photo 
Gallery for Hajj of 1908 in collaboration with the French embassy, during 5   to 26 
Zil -Hijjah 1434 AH (October 10 to 31, 2013 ). The photographs shown were taken 
in 1325 AH (1908 AD), by Dr. Mahmoud al-Husseini, from India who was an 
assistant of the British consul in Jeddah at the time. 

This external participation of institution came from realizing the importance of the 
Two Holy Mosques for all Muslims and out of the consolidation of the cultural 
relations between countries. 

The participation of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in the book fair - Arch of 
Civilization 

Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation participated in the Riyadh International Book 
Fair at its current session which is under the title «Book is the arch of civilization» 
which was held on 4-13 Jumada I 1434 AH (March 4 to 14, 2014 AD). Al-Turath 
Philanthropy Foundation is keen to participate in the exhibition on an annual basis, 
because of its importance and being one of the most important book fair both 
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locally and internationally. The section of Al-Turath PhilanthropyFoundation 
included a number of its publications specialized in history, culture and heritage in 
Arabic, English and French. Its series about kings, as well as documentary series of 
the pioneers of Heritage series around the world are existed among these 
publications. 

The second session of the exhibition of historical photos in the Saudi press 

Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation organized an exhibition of historical photos in 
the Saudi press in its second session, which was held in conjunction with the 
Riyadh International Book Fair, in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture and 
Information, the General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities and King Fahd 
National Library Under the patronage of Saudi Aramco and media sponsorship of 
Okaz newspaper. 

The exhibition aims at highlighting the importance of the historical valuable rare 
pictures which store information, and reflect the facts and figures, places and 
events. It also shows historical journalist's site in the national memory, as a 
documentation sources which shall prevail. In addition to showing the selected 
images from a number of Saudi newspapers and magazines, namely: Al-Kafela 
Journal (oil Kafela previously), Al-Belad newspaper, Al-Yamamah magazine, 
Okaz newspaper, Al-Jazirah newspaper, Al-Youm newspaper and Al-Riyadh 
newspaper, along with the participation of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation, 
King Fahd national Library and Saudi news Agency (SPA). 

AL-Turath Foundation celebrated the international Heritage Day in Ha`el 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation participated in on the Heritage Day held at 
Ha`el University during the period from 16-17 Jumada II, 1435 AH (16 to 17 April 
2014). It was inaugurated by His Royal Highness Prince Saud Bin Abdul Mohsen 
Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud -Prince of Ha`el and the President of Touristic 
Development Board in the region- with the presence of His Royal Highness Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud -the Founder and president of Al-
Turath Philanthropy Foundation-. This was held in the exhibition of historical 
photographs of the Ha`el area, and an exhibition of the projects winning Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Architectural Heritage Award at the fifth session of the first 
year, in addition to a lecture about the role of the AL-Turath Foundation in heritage 
conservation within the scientific forum accompanying the international Heritage 
day. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation participated with an exhibition about the 
projects, winning of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Architectural Heritage Award for 
students at the fifth session of the first year, stressing that the Award is a 
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pioneering model in relation to the architectural Awards as it is working to spread 
awareness and care of urban heritage, and seeks to develop professionals and 
students skills of the architectural heritage. The foundation also organizes 
exhibition of historical photos of Ha`el in collaboration with the Architectural 
Heritage Center at the General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities, from the 
premise that these images represent the memory of the homeland which monitor 
the most important historical stages, and reveal to the generations what their 
heritage enjoyed of richness and diversity. 

Launch of « House of Culture» in Al-Hofuf prince school of Al-Ahsa province 

His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, Chief of the 
General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities, has inaugurated the «House of 
Culture» in Al-Hofuf Prince School of Al-Ahsa province. It was inaugurated 
during a ceremony held on the sidelines of the Second Forum of Architectural 
Heritage, which is held under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammed Bin Fahd Bin Abdul-Aziz, the Governor of the Eastern region, 
president of the touristic development Council in the presence of His Highness the 
President of the Commission and that was held on December 8, 2012 AD. 

Moreover, His Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman toured the halls of the princely 
school restored and rehabilitated by the AL-Turath Institution with the initiative 
and support of His Highness the President of the General Authority for Tourism 
and Antiquities, and the founder and president of Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation who bears the costs of scientific studies for rehabilitating and restoring 
of the building to become a cultural center in the region. His Highness realized the 
importance of reviving the school and ordered for conducting a technical study for 
the restoring the first schools in Al-Ahsa. 

The study carried out by Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation addressed the best 
way to renovate the school building from the structural and architectural points of 
view including architectural, structural, and electrical and mechanical drawings. 

General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities aims at transforming the princely 
school in the city of Hofuf to the House for Culture which contains several cultural 
activities to highlight the civilizational and cultural aspects at Al-A-Ahsa province 

and the eastern region. 
 

Conferences 
 

The Seventh International Conference of the Forum on UNESCO and Universities 
on heritage 
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 His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman –the founder and president of Al-
Turath Philanthropy Foundation- attended the Seventh International Conference of 
the Forum on UNESCO and universities, which was held at Yarmouk University, 
Irbid, Jordan on 12thShawwal 1423H (17th December 2000 AD). His Highness 
presented a paper at the conference addresses cultural heritage and cultural tourism 
interfaces, in which he referred to the sustainable development of tourism heritage, 
and the extent of the negative effects of tourism at the cultural heritage sites, and 
how to reduce them. 

A Conference" From Orientalism to Globalization" 

Al-TurathPhilanthropy Foundation participated in the Seventh International 
Conference of the Society of cultural heritage in Beirut, under the title: «from 
Orientalism to globalization» which was held in Beirut on 14th Sha'ban 1425 AH 
(September 28, 2004 AD). 

Conference and exhibition of opportunities and challenges in 21stcentury 

Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation participated as an official supporter for the 
second time in the conference and exhibition «Opportunities and Challenges of the 
21st century», which was held on 23rdMuharram 1428 AH (February 11, 2007 AD), 
in the city of Dubai, under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin 
Rashid Al-Maktoum - Deputy Ruler of Dubai, Minister of Finance and Industry 
and the chairman of Dubai Municipality. The conference addressed a number of 
topics on the subject of preserving the architectural heritage in the region. 

A conference of Arab Documentation in Foreign Archives 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation participated with a paper titled «Historical 
Picture is a Way to communicate the National Archive as a Model» in the 
conference (Arab Documentation in Foreign Archives). It was organized by the-
Egyptian National Library of the  National Archives in Cairo on 6thZul-Qe`da 1428 
AH (November 14, 2007 AD) in collaboration with the Arab regional branch of the 
International Council on Archives (Arbeka), and the Islamic Organization of 
Education, Culture and Science (ALECSO). 

International Forum of Urban preservation 

His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul Aziz –the founder and 
president of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation- attended the international forum 
of urban preservation. It was organized by the University of Petra in Jordan in 
cooperation with the architecture center in the Arab Region (Cesar), and the 
American  Bowling Green State University, under the title «Opportunities and 
Challenges in the Architectural Preservation - theory, education, and practice » 
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under the auspices of Princess Reem Bint Ali, on 5thZul-Qe`da with 1429 AH 
(November 3, 2008 AD). 

 His Highness the President of the Foundation presented a paper at the conference 
on the «experience of Saudi Arabia in protecting and maintaining the architectural 
heritage». He referred to the great transformations taking place in the Kingdom in 
the field of preserving the architectural heritage, citing the projects and programs 
in this area. This is what has contributed to raising social awareness for the 
importance of preserving it, noting the significant role of the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques, King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz (May Allah endorsed him ) and His 
Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz (May Allah send His Mercy upon 
him) to achieve this transformation through constant interest of architectural 
heritage sites in the Kingdom, and supporting the projects and programs of 
maintaining it. 

First International Conference of Urban Heritage in Islamic Countries 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation Participated in organizing the First 
International Conference on Architectural Heritage in Islamic countries, which was 
held at King Faisal Conference Hall, Intercontinental Hotel in Riyadh on 10th 
Jumada II, 1431 AH (24th May 2010 AD), under the auspices of the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques, King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz – (May Allah endorse 
him)-. It was organized by the General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities 
within a great local, Arab and international participation. 

Al-Turath philanthropy  Foundation also participated in the cultural and heritage 
events associated with the conference, through the main sectionaccompanying the 
conference. It participated in the exhibition of trades and handicrafts of the 
Architectural Heritage, where it presented live shows of construction and 
decoration with archaeological methods, in the patio of Prince Sultan University at 
Al-Waha district in the east of Riyadh. 

Conference of Architectural Heritage and digital technologies and their 
applications  

Al-Turath  Philanthropy Foundation participated with the center of the Arab region 
Studies and the Institute of Queen Rania for Tourism and Heritage at the 
Hashemite University in organizing the conference "Architectural Heritage and 
digital technologies and their applications", in the Jordanian capital Amman on 8-9 
Rabi II 1432 AH (13-14 March, 2011 AD). It was opened by the Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Dr. Haifa Abu Ghzalah on behalf of the princess Sumaya 
Bint Al-Hassan. 
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 During the speech of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul 
Aziz –the founder and president of Al-Turath Foundation, which was delivered on 
behalf of the Prince Sultan by Dr. Osama Bin Mohammed Bin Noor al-Gohari- the 
secretary general of AL-Turath Foundation, for the need to develop a clear road 
map to preserve the architectural heritage in the Arab and Muslim worlds which 
was suffered from distortion; because of the lack of awareness of its importance, 
and the absence of a clear policy to maintain, and to protect it from isolation.  He 
stressed that the Arab countries, including the wealth of the prime locations of the 
Architectural Heritage, are in an urgent need to get the economic benefit; to be the 
heritage as a touristic component which contributes in attracting creative people, 
and to become a source of national income, and a field to stimulate the outstanding 
energies and capabilities. 

Seminars 

Seminar of rooting domestic architecture in urban education at King Saud 
University 

His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, the founder and 
head of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation and the honorary president of the 
Saudi Society, participated in the seminar of rooting domestic Architecture in 
Urban Education at King Saud University symposium on 26thRajab 1418 AH 
(26thNovember 1997 AD). His Highness submitted a paper on “Maintaining Urban 
Heritage through Education Programs at Universities". 

Seminar of Mosque Architecture 

The seminar was held under the auspices of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Fahd Bin Abdul-Aziz- (May Allah send His Mercy upon him) on 
13th October 1419 AH (January 30, 1999 AD). His Royal Highness Prince Sultan 
Bin Salman Bin Abdul Aziz –the founder and president of the AL-Turath 
Philanthropy Foundation- Participated in the seminar organized by the Ministry of 
Islamic Affairs, Endowments, Da`wa and Guidance, in collaboration with the 
College of Architecture and planning, King Saud University, as he submitted a 
paper on "The Importance of Maintaining Mosques and its effect on Society". 

Seminar of urban development strategies in Arab cities 

His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz – the founder and 
president of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation- submitted a paper in the seminar 
of «Urban Development Strategies in Arab cities» under the title «Architectural 
Heritage as an Axis of planning for the future of Urbanism». He addressed the 
Arab cities` challenges to maintain their unique heritage. The symposium was held 
at the headquarters of the Arab Institute for Urban Development during the period 
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from 4 to 7 Muharram 1421 AH (8 to 11 April 2000 AD), in the city of Riyadh. 
 
Architectural Heritage Symposium in the Arab city between Conservativeness and 
Modernism 

 His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz -the Founder and 
head of Al-Turath  Philanthropy Foundation–has submitted a paper at the seminar 
of «Architectural Heritage in the Arab city between Conservativeness and 
Modernism», which was held in the city of Hims, the Syrian Arab Republic on 7th 
to 10thRajab 1422 AH (24th-27th September, 2001 AD). This paper addressed the 
importance of architectural heritage, and the need to preserve it, and the need to 
understand its technical aspects as a catalyst for the future development and to hold 
the Seminar of other cities in the future.  

Seminar of Developing Engineering and Urban Education 

His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz - Founder and 
president of AL-Turath Foundation participated in the seminar « Developing 
Engineering and Urban Education», which was held in Jeddah on 19thZul-Qe`da 
1421 AH (13th February 2001 AD). He presented his paper under the title 
"Architectural Heritage and the Future of University Education". 

Seminar of National Architectural Heritage and Ways of Maintaining, developing 
it and investing it in tourism. 

Seminar of «National Architectural Heritage and Ways of maintaining, developing 
it and investing it in tourism» was held in Riyadh, on the fourth of Sha'ban 1424 
AH (October 21st, 2001 AD) in cooperation between the General Authority for 
Tourism and Antiquities, the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs, the Arab 
Institute for Urban Development, and the Ministry of Education. The seminar 
highlighted the importance of National architectural heritage and ways to preserve 
it. Also, it was accompanied by a specialized exhibition which was attended by a 
number of specialists in the field of maintaining and developing urban heritage. 

Seminar of "Cities of the Future" 

AL-Turath Foundation organized a seminar «Cities of the Future» under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz – the Governor of 
Riyadh-at that time-, President of the Higher Authority for the development of 
Riyadh - during the period from 25th to 27thSha'ban 1422 AH (10-12 /11/2001 AD). 
There was a discussion within it under the title (The Prospects of Urban 
Development in the Future Arab Cities) moderated by His Royal Highness Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul Aziz, Founder and president of Al-Turath 
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Philanthropy Foundation. It was attended by a number of ministers and secretaries 
of cities in the Arab countries, experts and specialists. 

The seminar, organized in cooperation with the Arab Urban Development Institute 
in the city of Riyadh, has discussed the effects of globalization, and the 
development of information and communication technology in the cities of the 
future. It sought to assess the challenges and opportunities and to explore ways to 
employ them for the development of cities with a distinct identity. 

Lectures 

Lecture "Memories of Keith Wheeler with Word and Image" 

Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation organized a cultural lecture on 13th October 
1426 AH (November 13, 2005 AD) where Keith Wheeler mentioned his features 
memories of the city of Riyadh during the period of his stay in 1380 AH (1960 
AD) to 1381 AH (1961 AD). He displays over 300 image about Riyadh city, and 
the provinces of Diriyyah, Al-Kharj, and some regions of the Kingdom in the 
sixties. The lecture was attended by a group of intellectuals and the people 
interested on the subject. 

Lecture of" Heritage of Traditional Islamic Architecture in the Arabian Peninsula" 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation organized a lectureon «Heritage of Traditional 
Islamic Architecture in the Arabian Peninsula» at the King Abdul-Aziz Hall for 
lectures at King Abdul-Aziz Center in 3rdZul-Hijja 1426 AH (January 3rd, 2006 
AD). Dr. Jeffrey King, a researcher on Islamic Monuments gave a lecture   on the 
Islamic traditional architectural heritage in the Arabian Peninsula in general and 
Saudi Arabia in particular. The lecture was held in cooperation with the Saudi 
Society for Science of Urbanism - Riyadh branch. 

Lecture "Prospects of Architectural Heritage in the Gulf: Saudi Arabia as a Model 

 His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdu-Aziz -founder and 
president of Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation- participated in the cultural season 
of Shaikh Ebrahim Bin Mohammed Al Khalifa Center in Bahrain, on 22ndShawaal 
1428 AH (November 2, 2007 AD). He presented his lecture under the title 
"Prospects for the Architectural Heritage in Gulf: Saudi Arabia as a Model". It 
discussed the importance of maintaining the urban heritage to build cities with 
economic and humanitarian dimensions and he also highlighted the features of the 
architectural heritage of the Kingdom. 

Lecture of "The restoration of National Monuments Story" 
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Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation returned back in memory for 11 years ago to 
remember the story of the restoration of national monuments through a lecture 
given by Dr. Osama Bin Mohammed Noor Al-Gohari – the Secretary General of 
AL-Turath Foundation. This came as part of the Global Symposium for the 
restoration of national monuments, which was held on (12/2 / 2012 AD) under the  
title (The Role of the AL-Turath Foundation in the restoration of National 
Monuments). 

The seminar included a paper containing the institution's efforts in maintaining 
national monuments and a sequence of restoring Barger archaeological group in 
addition to Prince Sultan Bin Salman`s role, founder and chairman of Al-Turath 
Philanthropy Foundation in restoring Barger groups throughAL-Turath 
philanthropy Foundation and its national role across multiple efforts to restore the 
national monuments. 

Cultural Heritage for 

 

 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation started implementation of the archaeological 
program which includes a number of forums, under the title «Cultural Forum», in 
order to address historical and cultural heritage issues associated with reality 
confirming the vision of AL-Turath Foundation which is based on the Heritage's 
ability to regenerate, with the importance of in-depth reading to get the values it 
contained. This forum contributes to the formation of awareness and deepen the 
understanding of the identity and privacy of civilization. 

These meetings were scheduled, so as to achieve the goal provided.  It should be 
held periodically in the various regions of the Kingdom, in the direction to 
contribute to the dissemination of culture, in close cooperation with cultural 
institutions.  During these forums, Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation displays its 
publications with encouraging prices which allow those interested in to get them, 
and see what they included of traditional wealthy topics written by distinguished 
experts. 

A lecture under the  title "Ka`aba and Hajj" 

The first lecture, which was held on 8thRajab, 1432 AH (June 10, 2011 AD), under 
the title «Ka`aba and Hajj», in which Dr. Sami Mohsen Angawi participated at his 
home (Makkah) in Jeddah. 

A lecture under the Title "The Historical Center of Jeddah… Dialogue of space 
and time" 
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The second lecture was under the title «The Historical Center of Jeddah .... 
Dialogue of Space and Time», presented by Dr. Adnan Adas. It was held on 15th 
Rajab 1432 AH (June 17, 2011 AD) at   Nassif house, Jeddah. 

This cultural heritage Forum was held under the patronage of Solideir Co. 

A Lecturer about the princes of Riyadh in the Historic Center 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation organized a lecture under the title «Princes of 
Riyadh in the Saudi State covenants»  and presented by Dr. Abdullah Maneef on 
Tuesday, 8th Rabie, 31st January 2012, at King Abdul-Aziz lecture hall at the King 
Abdul Aziz Historical Center located in Al-Muraba. 

The lecture came in the framework of the annual cultural forum, sponsored by the 
Foundation under the auspices of Solidere Co, to address the historical and cultural 
heritage issues and reinforce the true value of the heritage as an important element 
of national identity elements. Dr. Al-Gohari said that the Foundation provides its 
publications in the lectures of this program at promotional prices to confirm its 
direction to spread awareness of the culture heritage since it was launched by His 
Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman, in 1417 H. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has published a book titled (Princes of Riyadh 
in the eras of the Saudi state) in the framework of its interest in the issuance of the 
relevant Saudi heritage books and what has associated with it within its efforts to 
raise awareness of its importance. So, readers can know the actual princes who 
took the position of the emirate in this city since it became under the banner of 
Saudi state during its first era till now. 

A lecture on traditional culture in A`seer 

Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation in cooperation with the Abha Literary Club 
has organized a lecture under the  title "The features of the traditional Culture in 
A`seer", presented by Mr. Ali-Maghavy Saturday evening 8thJumada II 1433 AH 
(March 31, 2012 AD). 

The lecture addressed the importance of A`seer region as it is one of the richest 
regions of the national heritage in Kingdom. It has numerous features, widespread 
in all the cities and villages, making it as important to be addressed, and to 
highlight the traditional cultural features in it, through a researcher who is 
interested and understanding its dimensions. The lecture included the comments of 
experts and parties interested. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has published a book under the title "The 
features of the traditional culture in A`seer" in the framework of its interest in 
publishing the relevant heritage books, as a part of its efforts to raise awareness of 
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its importance, and get the ways of protecting it. These versions address heritage in 
all its aspects, and affiliation, whether it is Saudi, Arab, Islamic or humanitarian. 

A lecture on the book "Great thesaurus" 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation, in cooperation with the Riyadh Literary Club, 
organized a lecture under the title " The Great Thesaurus is a Comprehensive 
glossary of areas, synonyms, and antonyms", presented by Dr. Yahya Abdul Azim 
Hassanein at the club's headquarters on Wednesday evening, 18th Jumada II AH 
(May 9, 2012 AD). 

The lecture is held within the framework of the cultural heritage forum, launched 
by Prince Sultan Bin Salman -founder and president of Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation- to support its role in strengthening the national concept of heritage.  
Dr. Osama AL-Gohari, the general manager of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation 
explained that the forum seeks to emphasize the importance of heritage in our 
contemporary life, and its ability to regenerate and continue, and could be inspired 
in our reality today. 

Traditional architecture in Saudi Arabia 

Al-TurathPhilanthropyFoundation, in cooperation with the Riyadh Literary Club, 
organized a lecture under the  title «Traditional Architecture in Saudi Arabia», 
delivered by Dr. Fahd Bin Abdulaziz Al Saeed, and co-chaired by Dr. Osama Bin 
Mohammed Al-Gohari, at the headquarters of the club in Riyadh. 

The main objective of the lecture was to restore history and traditional architecture, 
and some of the efforts being undertaken by the concerned bodies of preserving the 
existing heritage in the Kingdom, as well as to highlight the most important 
features of traditional architecture in the Kingdom, the elements of its excellence, 
which represent a major part of the national identity. 

A lecture on "Madinah structures and Its Traditional Architecture"  

Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation, in cooperation with the Madinah Literary 
Club, organized a lecture under the  title «Madinah structures and Its Traditional 
Architecture», delivered by Prof. Dr. Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman Al-Hassein at 
the club's headquarters on Tuesday evening, April 24, 2012 under the auspices of 
Soldier company. 

This lecture is a part of the cultural heritage forum, launched by Prince Sultan Bin 
Salman – the founder and president of the Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation- 
supporting its role in strengthening the national concept of heritage. Dr. Osama Al-
Gohari, the general manager of the Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation explained 
that the forum seeks to emphasize the importance of heritage in our contemporary 
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life, and its ability to regenerate and continue, and could be inspired in our reality 
today. 

He pointed out that the lecturer will address the urban infrastructure of the city of 
Madinah, and its forts, fields, markets, schools, and ligaments, passing through the 
architecture of the Prophet's Mosque, and changes in the urban fabric in different 
elements. 

Al-Gohari thanked the Literary Club in Madinah to cooperate in the establishment 
of this valuable lecture to enrich knowledge and to introduce a summary about 
Madinah honored by Allah Almighty to embrace the Prophet's Mosque, which has 
the tomb of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. 

Dr. Osama Al-Gohari stated that Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation had published 
a book with the same title as a part of its interest in publishing the relevant heritage 
books within its efforts to raise awareness of its importance, and touch the ways of 
protecting it.  These versions address heritage in all its aspects, and affiliation, 
whether it is Saudi, Arabic or Islamic or humanitarian, in both Arabic and English. 

Dr. Al-Gohari added that Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation is keen to establish 
this forum in the various regions of the Kingdom to contribute to distributing 
culture, in close cooperation with the concerned national institutions under the 
auspices of Al-Turath and to consolidate the interest in it in the Kingdom at all 
levels. 

Lecture on Saduw and Bedouin weaving 

Association of Nahno-Turathuna organized a lecture under the title «Saduw and 
Bedouin Weaving in the Arabian Peninsula» and the lecture was about the book on 
«Arab Weaving in Saudi Arabia and around it» which was published by Al-Turath 
Philanthropy  Foundation.  It has been delivered by the researcher Joy Hilden. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has sponsored the lecture as a sponsor of 
publications. This event is a part of thephilanthropy works carried out by the 
institution. 

Forums 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation is Keen to participate in the activities of Forum 
of   “The National Heritage” starting from 2010 until 2014. It will include a 
number of permanent cultural events represented in the ceremony of announcing 
Winners of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Award for Urban Heritage, and the 
accompanying exhibition. In addition to its participation in an exhibition event to 
display a group it publications specialized in history, culture and heritage in the 
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Arabic language as well as organizing exhibitions to fit the forum and the region, 
where the forum is held. 

Al-Turath Participation in the First National Architectural Heritage in Jeddah 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation participated in the activities of the National 
Heritage Forum, which was held in the city of Jeddah on 18-20 Zul-Hijja 1432 AH 
(14 to 16 November 2011), with a number of cultural events represented in the 
ceremony of announcing the Winners of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Award for 
Urban Heritage for the students of the faculties of Architecture and Planning for 
the fourth session of the first year and the accompanying exhibition. It also 
participated in the exhibition of the forum at Hilton Hotel to show a range of its 
specialized publications in history, culture and heritage in Arabic, English and 
French. In addition to, it organized a historic photo Gallery, which includes a 
collection of rare photographs of various regions of the Kingdom in Red Sea Mall 
Compound. 

Multiple events at the second Forum of national architectural heritage in the 
Eastern Region 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation participated in the events of national heritage 
in the Eastern Region, which was held in the period from 26-28 of Muharram 1434 
(10 to 12 December 2012 AD). 

The participation included a number of cultural events, including the exhibition of 
Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz -the founder and head of the Al-Turath 
Philanthropy Foundation-, which contained outstanding footage of various scenes 
which embody the architectural heritage areas in the Kingdom, and some Saudi 
natural environment scenes and other architectural images from around the world. 

The institution also participated with asectionwhich displays a range of its 
publications in the history, culture and heritage inArabic, English and French. It 
has set up an exhibition of rare historical images of the Eastern region of Al-
Rashid Mall in Al-Khobar. 

Al-Turath Foundation presented two lectures during the forum. The first lecture 
was “The Historic District of Jeddah-KSA” delivered by Dr. Osama Bin 
Mohammed Noor Al-Gohari  the Secretary General of Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation and Professor Livio Sacchi from Italy, and the second one was under 
the title (Architectural Features and Characteristic of Mosques in Saudi Arabia) 
delivered by the Secretary-General of the Foundation and Dr. Sameh Hassan. 

In the frame work of the forum, the Foundation organized a ceremony to announce 
the Winners of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Award of Urban Heritage for 
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professionals and students of the fourth session for the second year. It was 
accompanied by an exhibition under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammed Bin Fahd Bin Abdul-Aziz, Governor of the Eastern Region and 
Chairman of the Tourist Development Council -at that time-. It was attended by 
His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, the founder and 
president of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation, and chairman of the Higher 
Committee of the Award, and Prince Jalawi Bin Abdul-Aziz, Deputy Governor of 
the Eastern Province, and Dr. Abdullah Al-Rbaish, the director of Dammam 
University and a number of academics, professionals and students who are 
interested in urban heritage.. 

Third National Architectural Heritage Forum of Madinah Munawara 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation participated in the third national heritage 
forum in the Madinah in the period of 5 to 9 Safar 1435 AH, (8 to 12 December 
2013 AD), with a number of events represented in the ceremony of announcing the 
Winners of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Award for Urban Heritage for students of the 
fifth session- first and year and the accompanying exhibition, which was held in 
Taibah University on Sunday, 5th Safar 1435 AH( 8th December 2013 AD), under 
the patronage of his Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman, the founder and 
president of Al-Turath  Philanthropy Foundation and chairman of the Higher 
Committee of the Award and his Royal Highness Prince Faisal Bin Salman Bin 
Abdul-Aziz Al Saud, Governor ofMadinah and the chairman of the tourist 
development Council in the region. It was attended by His Excellency Dr. Ahmed 
Bin Mohammed Saif, Deputy Minister of Higher Education, and His Excellency 
Dr. Adnan Bin Abdullah Al-Mazrou`, the director of Taibah University and a 
number of academics, professionals and students who are interested in urban 
heritage. The participation of Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation came within its 
efforts to invest in cultural events held in the Kingdom to publicize the heritage 
and highlight its importance and dimensions and supporting it in all forms. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has a section in the National Heritage Forum 
of Madinah held in Taibah University. It includes a range of its publications 
specialized in history, culture and heritage, in Arabic, English and French. It also 
participated in the exhibition of historical images from the Madinah area which 
includes rare photographs of the area, along with an exhibition on the historical 
mosques in Saudi Arabia. It was held at Taibah University. 

Al-Turath philanthropy  Foundation has also participated with three lectures during 
the forum. The first lecture under the title: Project of Restoring Al-Ghamama 
Mosque in Madinah", the second lecture was on «Towards the rehabilitation of the 
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Architectural Heritage» and the third one was titled "Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation in Preserving the Historic Mosques". 

Al-Turath celebrates International Heritage Day   (A Lectureabout the heritage…. 
and the Award exhibition -  University of Dar-Ul Uloom) 

His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud, Chairman 
of the General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities, founder and president of Al-
Turath Foundation,  sponsored a ceremony of International Heritage Day 
andtocelebrate the personality of the year by His Royal Highness Prince Salman 
Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud, Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense, and winner of the lifetime achievement of the Architectural Heritage 
from  Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation. It was organized by Darul-Uloom 
University in collaboration with the General Authority for Tourism and 
Antiquities, represented by the National Architectural Heritage Center,Al-Turath 
Philanthropy Foundation  and the Saudi Society to preserve the national heritage, 
and the Saudi Society for Science of Urbanism, and the ceremony took place at the 
University of Darul -Uloom on Tuesday 16 to 18 April 2013. 
 
Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation has participated in the third session on 
Wednesday, 17th April, 2013 AD, where Dr. Osama Bin Mohammed Noor Al-
Gohari, the Secretary General of Al-Turath Foundation talked about the role of 
AL-Turath Foundation in preserving the heritage in all its forms, and its 
documentation of heritage through historical documentation projects such as the 
National historical Archive and the historical photographs of the Capital Institute. 
He also mentioned its cultural role in teaching the community about areas of 
heritage, and the dissemination of culture in various ways through the deployment 
of specialized books in heritage, and ways to preserve it, noting the importance of 
communication with the new media across social networking channels and 
participation in heritage exhibitions throughout the year, along with the role of the 
cultural Forum by holding lectures and seminars to develop awareness of heritage, 
referring to the continuous pursuit of the institution for cooperation and effective 
partnership with parties inside and outside the Kingdom to strengthen the role of 
heritage at the local level and the world.  Al-Turath PhilanthropyFoundation also 
participated in the exhibition of celebrating the Heritage Day by displaying the 
winning projects of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Award for Urban Heritage in the 
fourth session of the second year 1433 AH (2013 AD). 

 

"For the Sake of Heritage" Al-Turath Philanthropy Participation at the forum of 
Travel and Tourism Investment 
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Heritage is a key factor and a tributary of culture in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
in general, and in the world, in particular. It is a common denominator with 
tourism in national development, so AL-Turath Foundation is keen to participate in 
everything related to tourism and heritage. Among these events, there was a Forum 
of Travelling and Tourism Investment as Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation 
participated in the forum, which opened on 19-23 Jumada I 1434 AH (31st March -
April 4th, 2013 AD), with a sectionwhich offers a range of its publications in 
history, culture and heritage in the Arabic, English and French. Al-Turath 
Philanthropy  Foundation also shows documentary film about a series of heritage 
pioneers around the world, specifically for Saudi Arabia. 

AL-Turath Foundation section included a wide range of publications in the history, 
culture and heritage, in Arabic, English and French, along with brochures of the 
institution. 

The participation of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation came within its efforts to 
invest in cultural events held in the Kingdom to publicize the heritage and 
highlighting its importance and dimensions and supporting it in all forms, as well 
as raise awareness of heritage through what it offers from a cultural product which 
shows the importance of the national heritage. 
 
Travel and Tourism Investment Forum 

Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation is keen to participate in the Forum of Travel 
and Tourism Investment for the fourth year. It began on 29thJumada Al-Awwal 
1435 AH (March 30, 2014 AD) and ended on 4th Jumada II 1435 AH (April 4, 
2014 AD). Since the heritage is important, and the fact that heritage is a tributary 
of the tourism in Saudi Arabia, AL-Turath Institution is keen to be existed in all of 
the relevant heritage, noting the importance of the participation of AL-Turath 
Foundation this year. Its sectionincluded a series of publications specialized in 
history, culture and heritage in Arabic language publication, English and French, 
along with brochures of the institution, in addition to the definition of Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Award for Urban heritage and its importance through booklets. 

Also, it held an exhibition which includes selected photographs from the memory 
for the regions of Saudi Arabia which show the touristic and archaeological 
attractions in each regionon one hand, and images of Kings` historical travels, on 
the other hand. As well as displaying images of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan 
Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al-Saud, the founder and president of the Al-Turath 
PhilanthropyFoundation in 1985, as he was the first Arab Muslim Leader, at that 
time, to make a trip to space and it has been and still an important event. 

Training Courses 
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AL-Turath Foundation  used to hold specialized courses in fields that serve 
heritage in all forms, based on its desire to find qualified national  individuals with 
creative skills who are able to assume their responsibilities in the restoring and 
rehabilitating and maintaining archaeological buildings. During the last term, the 
institution organized two training courses, which were attended by international 
experts with innovative experiments in the field of maintaining and preserving 
heritage, through which the institution contributed to the development of 
performance and raising the skill level as well as creating strong relationships 
between the people of competence, thus creating the opportunity for further 
cooperation and communication. 

Training Course of Restoring and Preserving of the Architectural Heritage 

The training course of restoring and preserving architectural heritage was held on 
30th Safar 1426 AH (April 9, 2005 AD) under the patronage of the High 
Commission for the Development of Riyadh, at King Abdul-Aziz auditorium of 
King Abdul-Aziz Historical Center. 

During the course, which lasted for four days, there was a number of lectures on 
legislation and international standards relating to the conservation of architectural 
heritage, and harnessing information technology and modern techniques to 
preserve this heritage, the materials used in maintaining the archaeological and 
heritage landmarks and the method of preparing the restoration projects, with the 
presentation of practical examples of restoration. There was an introductory gallery 
which was held beside the seminar.  

Workshop of Developing of Proportionality Foundations in Islamic Architecture 

There was a workshop of «The foundations of Proportionality in Islamic 
Architecture» on 22ndShawaal 1428 AH (November 2nd, 2007 AD) for a period of 
13 days in the city of Riyadh, within the framework of Al-Turath cooperation with 
the Prince of Wales School of Traditional Arts, which is of high repute in the field 
of traditional arts. A number of professors and architects with international 
experience from the Prince of Wales School of Traditional Arts, has participated in 
the workshop, which was held under the auspices of the Secretariat of the Riyadh 
region. The workshop was accompanied by an exhibition included models of the 
workshop works. 

Training Course about Building with Mud 

A training course about building with mud was held on 17thZul-Q`eda 1431 AH 
(October 25, 2010 AD), under the auspices of the General Authority for Tourism 
and Antiquities, in the mud buildings at King Abdul-Aziz Historical Center. 
During the session, which lasted for four days, there was a number of lectures 
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which have been delivered on the construction of mud and the material used in it. 
It displays some models of mud construction and methods of using it. 

 

The Course of Islamic Architectural Heritage Program 2011 AD 

On 27-29 July 2011,Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation and the Research Center 
for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA) organized a training program in the 
city of Istanbul, in collaboration with Prince Charles` School of Traditional Arts, 
and King Saud University in Riyadh, in addition to other academic and educational 
institutions. 

The program focuses on research and studies about urban heritage sites and their 
documentation, and to provide technical and substantive support to the 
development of architectural heritage projects, and develop the evaluation methods 
of social and economic impacts and to find economic solutions methods, as well as 
get benefit from the database of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Architectural Heritage. 

A Course of Preserving Islamic Architectural Heritage program 2012 

In collaboration of research for Islamic History, Art and Culture Center (IRCICA) 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation 
organized a training program set out  in Istanbul, Turkey, on 3-17 July 2012, in 
cooperation with the General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities, King Saud 
University in Riyadh and a school of Prince Charles of Traditional Arts, along with 
ten universities in Turkey, including Yildiz University, Trabzon University, and 
Bari and Fararah Universities in Italy, in addition to other academic and 
educational institutions. This collaboration comes within the strategic partnership 
agreement between the two institutions, through a group of experts and specialists 
in the world, using sophisticated techniques, and modern methods of education and 
training. 

Spring Training Course of Architectural Heritage in the Historic Jeddah 2013 

In collaboration with the Research Center for Islamic History, Arts and Culture 
«IRCICA», Al-Turath PhilanthropyFoundation held a training course about the 
architectural heritage in historical Jeddah in Jeddah Province on 9 to19 Jumada I, 
1424 AH (21-31 March 2013 AD). It was attended by His Royal Highness Prince 
Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud, the founder and president of the Al-
Turath Philanthropy Foundation, Professor Ekmeleddin Ihsan Oglua, the head of 
the Islamic Cooperation Institution as a part of the program of preserving Islamic 
architectural heritage, which is implemented by the Al-Turath Philanthropy 
Foundation in partnership with the «IRCICA» Center. 
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Experts and university professors and specialists in the field of architectural 
heritage of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Turkey, and Italy, in addition to 
a number of relevant authorities such as Jeddah Municipality, and a group of Saudi 
and foreign university students such as King Abdul-Aziz University, Umm Al-
Qura University, and the University of Sarajevo have participated in the session. 

Training Program of Preserving the Architectural Heritage 2013 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation and the Research Center for Islamic History, 
Art and Culture (IRCICA) in collaboration with a number of universities and 
institutions interested in urban heritage, which includes the Republic of Turkey, 
Bulgaria and Greece organized a summer training program at its third session on 
the date of 20th June 2013 AD, to Friday, 5th July, 2013 AD. 

The program focused on a number of technical practice in the location and 
designing programs to maintain the architectural heritage and projects of urban 
development, in addition to the study of economic and social impact of the 
Architectural Heritage and conservation, and providing the appropriate solutions to 
achieve economic and social benefits of this approach. It also discussed the 
architectural and historic buildings and sites, analyzing and documenting them, and 
taking this as the basis for the developing the Prince Sultan Bin Salman database of 
architectural heritage addressed by IRCICA. 
 
Spring Training Course on Architectural Heritage in the Central Region, 2014 

On 21stJumad I (22nd March 2014 AD), Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation 
launched a spring training program which was organized in collaboration with the 
National Architectural Heritage Center of the General Authority for Tourism and 
Antiquities, and the Research Center for Islamic History, Art and Culture 
«IRCICA» in Istanbul in the Republic of Turkey about the architectural heritage 
areas in the Central region of Saudi Arabia, which includes historical Diriyyah, 
Ushaiger and Al-Ghat. 

The program contained a number of lectures about the preservation of historic 
areas, as well as a discussion presented by a group of experts, academics and 
specialists in the fields of history, restoring historic buildings, and maintaining 
architectural heritage. 

Maintaining Urban Historical Sites in Balkans 2014 

The activities of the Summer School in the Balkans were launched and organized 
by Al-Turath philanthropy Foundation in cooperation with the Center of Islamic 
history, culture and Arts (IRCICA) in Istanbul on August 5 until August 26, 2014. 
The summer program of this year focused on the importance of preserving the 
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urban historical sites and review of new experiences in the field of architectural 
heritage in six cities of Balkans. 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation and IRCICA initiated the launch of Summer 
Studies and the Islamic Urban heritage. 

A group of experts and specialists in the world participated by using sophisticated 
techniques, and modern methods of education and training, with the participation 
of university professors and thegraduate and undergraduate students. Also, officials 
in the tourism and antiquities sector, and in the municipalities and the secretariats 
of the cities, and professionals who work in the field of preserving the architectural 
heritage got benefit from it. 

The program focused on the practice of practical programs and designing at the site 
to preserve the architectural heritage, and projects of urban development, in 
addition to searching for architectural heritage sites and historic buildings, 
analyzing and documenting them, and making them as the basis for the 
development of Prince Sultan Bin Salman Heritage database, along with managing 
the economic and social impact of the Architectural Heritage, its evaluation, 
analysis and maintenance to provide appropriate solutions to achieve economic and 
social benefits of this trend. 

Ceremony of launching the Book --His Royal Highness Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz Al 
Saud 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation launched the book (Salman), which addresses 
the biography of His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz-Crown 
Prince, Deputy Prime Minister, Defense Minister, (May Allah protect him,) with 
word and image, in the forum of Prince Abdul Rahman Bin Ahmed Al-Sudairy for 
Arabic Studies at its fifth session on 18th Muharram 1433 AH (December 13, 2011 
AD), at King Fahd cultural Center. 

The introduction of the book (Salman) is like a light of love and the fulfillment. It 
was written by His Royal Highness Prince Nayef Bin Abdul-Aziz- (May Allah 
send His mercy upon him), saying : «Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation made 
great efforts for maintaining heritage and the issuance of books with photographs 
for the kings of the kingdom, and its leaders.  In this book, the institution offers a 
glimpse of fulfillment of His Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, and 
monitor some of his life which is full of historical achievements, which I witnessed 
when he entered into the realm of politics, as he worked on my behalf when I was 
a governor of Riyadh province. Then, I realized that his ambitions will be achieved 
one day.  Thanks to Allah and his determination, he achieved what he wanted." 

Prince Sultan Bin Salman receives the Grand Arab Award of Heritage 
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Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation obtained the Great Arab Award for heritage 
and this is a great achievement added to its achievements in heritage service and to 
maintain it, for being a cultural institution established to serve Education, Science 
and Culture in the Arab World. Under a lot of competition from Arab and foreign 
institutions, it has a substantial role in preserving the Arab heritage, which 
confirms the growing sense of heritage importance in shaping a better reality of the 
Arab world and brighter future which based on pride in the Islamic Arab identity in 
which heritage is the most important elements of it. The prince expressed his pride 
that this Award comes in the framework of celebration of Doha, the capital of 
Arabic culture. 

Al-Turath PhilanthropyFoundation wins the Grand Award of Arab Heritage in its 
first session 

Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation obtained the Grand Arab Heritage 
Award,given by the Arab Organization for Education, Culture and Science 
(ALECSO), in the definition of heritage and publishing it through various means of 
modern and written communication. It obtained the Award for the books "Arabic 
and Islamic Civilization in Saudi Arabia throughout the ages" and " The Urban 
Structure and Composition of Madinah". 

Dr. Osama Bin Mohamed Noor Al-Gohari, the Secretary-General of Al-Turath 
PhilanthropyFoundation, was delivered the Award, which began its first session in 
(1433 AH-2012 AD) on behalf of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman 
Bin Abdul-Aziz, chairman and founder of the AL-Turath Foundation, from 
Dr.Hamad Abdul-Aziz al-Kuwari, Minister of Culture, Arts and Heritage in  Qatar, 
and Dr. Mohammed Bin Ashour, the director of Arab Organization for Education, 
culture and Science (ALECSO), in the Award ceremony held in Doha yesterday 
evening on 22nd Jumada II 1433 AH (May 13, 2012 AD). 

Dr. Osama al-Gohari said that the AL-Turath Foundation  has obtained the Grand 
Arab Award for heritage created by (ALECSO), and this is a great achievement 
added to the achievements of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation in heritage 
service and maintaining it, stressing the importance of the Award for being from a 
cultural institution established to serve education, culture and science at Arab 
homeland. It came under a lot of competition from Arab and foreign institutions as 
it has a substantial role in maintaining the Arab heritage, which confirms the 
growing sense of the importance of heritage in shaping a better reality of Arabic, 
brighter future, based on pride in the Islamic Arab identity, in which heritage form 
its important element. He also expressed his pride that obtaining this Award came 
in the framework Doha Ceremony as it is the Capital of Arab Culture. 

Restoration of Heritage 
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Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation made multiple efforts to restore the 
monuments and historical valuable national images existed outside Kingdom, in 
cooperation with the concerned authorities to confirm its national role. Among 
these efforts are: 

Restoration of Barger Archaeological Group 

Thomas Barger - the first president of Saudi Aramco, obtained a group of Saudi  
archaeological artifacts through his work in Kingdom, and transferring to 
California, USA, after the end of his work to the state of California, USA.  The 
group consists of 14 important archaeological artifacts, dating back to almost 2,300 
years. Most of which were transferred from the eastern region and Madain Saleh. 
AL-Turath has made a constant effort to restore these precious holdings to their 
native habitat in the kingdom, in collaboration with the  Deputy Ministry of for 
Antiquities and Museums in 1422 AH (2001 AD). 

Al-Turath considers the success of this step as being the beginning of progress 
which the institution is looking for, to unite with other stakeholders, so looking for 
smuggled or displayed heritage, and restoring it to its original habitat. 

A Group of Princess Alice Trip Photos 

AL-Turath Foundation got a set of Princess Alice`s pictures -the Countess of 
Athlone- the first member of the British royal family to visit Saudi Arabia in 1357 
AH (1938 AD). During the visit, she took a number of rare photographs of the 
queen, notably the first colorful image of King Abdul-Aziz (May Allah rest his 
soul). The group, which was preserved in King Abdul-Aziz public Library, is one 
of the rarest collections which contained images for King Abdul-Aziz(may Allah 
send His mercy upon him). It has not been published before, and it has also 
pictures of the same degree of importance for the two kings Saud and Faisal – 
(May Allah send His Mercy upon them)and a number of cities in the Kingdomof 
Saudi Arabia. 

Photo Album of Captain Shakespeare 

AL-Turath Foundation has been able to get a photo album of British Agent Captain 
William Shakespeare, who visited the Kingdom in the year 1332 AH (1914 AD), 
and then took a set of images and kept some of them in a number of British 
archives. 

The album contains a group of images, some of which previously has not been 
published, the album includes rare correspondence, one draft of a letter to King 
Abdul-Aziz (May Allah rest his soul)  as well as it contains an accurate map of the 
path of Captain Shakespeare's journey through the Arabian Peninsula, pointing out 
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the sites that he passed by, also a copy of an article published about Shakespeare 
trip, was obtained. 

Cooperation and Partnership for Heritage 

Since its foundation, AL-Turath Foundation took an approach which depends on 
effective partnership and fruitful cooperation with various parties related to the 
development of heritage and preserving it. Al-Turath crystallized a vision for the 
partnership frameworks and cooperation with Saudi Arabia and the Arab and 
international institutions concerned with heritage and maintaining it. 

Cooperation with the Prince of Wales Institution and the Prince's School of 
Traditional Arts 

AL-Turath Foundation signed a cooperation agreement with the Prince of Wales 
Institution, The Prince's School of Traditional Arts in London, on 1stZul-Hijja 1428 
AH (December 11, 2007 AD). The agreement was entered between the parties, His 
Royal Highness Prince Charles – Prince of Wales, Crown Prince of Britain, and 
His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz – Founder and the 
head of the Al-TurathPhilanthropy Foundation. 

The cooperation between the two parties aims at promoting sustainable 
development in the areas of traditional arts and architecture, through the 
development of a humanitarian-minded urban environment, and work to develop 
an institutional base for professional cooperation between the parties, to exchange 
of experience between them, and establishing the center in order to support the 
traditional arts and architecture and sustainable urban design in Saudi Arabia. 

The agreement develops a curriculum relevant to the areas of traditional arts and 
architecture and urban sustainable design. It selects a program to mainstream 
understanding of traditional arts and crafts encouraging communities to appreciate 
their cultural heritage, promoting the traditional arts education and providing 
Prince Charles School as models by gathering lessons between theory and practice, 
and to enable communities to realize the distinctive cultural identity. 

The agreement included the announcement of common principles related to design 
and Urban Development, and promoting it by exploring new ways for promising 
design, and supporting traditional architecture, by highlighting the importance of 
urban development and traditional architecture in Saudi Arabia. In addition to 
working together on a project that includes learning exchange, professional 
development, and curriculum development. A center for Saudi creativity was 
established to promote the traditional arts, architecture and the urban environment 
and providing the means necessary to sustain it. 
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Cooperation with Research Center for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA) 

AL-Turath Foundation entered into a cooperation agreement with the Research 
Center for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA) related to the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference, for joint work in the areas of Islamic heritage, on 13th 

Rabei` I ,1428 AH (1stApril 2007 AD), in Nakheel Al- Udhaibat of Riyadh. 

The agreement aims at working together to increase the interest of the Islamic 
heritage through defining it, and the ways of its maintenance through multiple 
means. 

The agreement was signed in the presence of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan 
Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz, founder of Al-Truath PhilanthropyFoundation, HE 
Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsan Oglu - Secretary General of Islamic Conference 
Organization. It was signed by Dr. Zahir Abdul Rahman Othman -director General 
of Al-Turath Foundation and on behalf of the research center for Islamic history, 
Art and culture (IRCICA) Dr Khalid Aran - Director General of the Center-. The 
first fruits of this agreement, God willing, is the establishment of a data base on the 
Islamic architectural heritage. His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin 
Abdul-Aziz bears the costs of its inception, in order to contribute to restore the 
living memory of the Islamic urban heritage and working to preserve it. This 
database will include about 100 thousand archaeological site and historic landmark 
in the Islamic countries, and it will be available for those interested in on the 
Internet. 

For more details, please visit the Research Center for Islamic History, Art and 
Culture (IRCICA) website: 

www.ircica.org 

Prince Sultan Bin Salman`s Architectural Heritage Chair at King Saud University 

Prince Sultan Bin Salman`s Architectural Heritage Chair was established at King 
Saud University under a cooperation agreement between Al-Turath Foundation and 
King Saud University represented in the College of Architecture and Planning on 
18th Jumada II in 1429 AH (June 22nd, 2008 AD). 

 The chair, which was signed on the agreement thereon between His Royal 
Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdul-Aziz -founder and president of Al-
Turath Philanthropy Foundation- and His Excellency Dr. Abdullah Bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Othman – the director of King Saud University- aims at 
preserving the architectural heritage, by organizing vocational courses, and the 
establishment of the center for the construction of mud, the revival of the 
Architectural heritage program in the university curricula, and holding training 
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seminars and scientific conferences, and organizing cultural programs to raise 
awareness of urban heritage, and organizing scientific trips for students. 
 
The agreement of establishing a mud building center in the historic Dir'iyyah 

His Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman -founder and president of the Al-
Turath  philanthropy Foundation- has signed a memorandum of cooperation 
between the institution on the one hand, and the High Commission for the 
Development of Riyadh, and the General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities, 
and King Saud University on the other hand, to establish a center for mud building 
in the historic Dir'iyyah , to maintain the traditional architectural heritage in 
Kingdom, in which building with mud is the main element. Signing the 
memorandum came on the sidelines of the First International Conference of Urban 
Heritage in Islamic countries which was held in Riyadh on 10thJumada II in 1431 
AH (May 24, 2010 AD). 

A cooperation Agreement with Assilah Forum 

Al-Turath Philanthropy  Foundation signed a cooperation agreement with Assilah 
Forum Foundation, in the Kingdom of Morocco, on the sidelines of the First 
International Conference of Urban Heritage in Islamic countries, which was held in 
Riyadh on 10th Jumada II in 1431 AH (May 24, 2010 AD). 

The agreement was signed by His Royal Highness Prince Sultan bin Salman -
Founder and president of Al-Turath Philanthropy Foundation- Mohamed bin Eisa- 
Secretary-General of the Assilah Forum Foundation. It aims to exchange research, 
experience and information between the two parties exchange coming out of 
common goals in the field of heritage in various forms whether physical or moral, 
and to support the brotherly relations and cooperation between the two kingdoms 
and their brotherly peoples. The agreement also included cooperation in the field of 
organizing seminars and meetings specialized in the fields of heritage preservation, 
publishing books and encyclopedias in order to preserve the heritage and 
documenting it. It aims at establishing and organizing exhibitions in different fields 
of heritage, and working on the development of traditional crafts, as well as the 
exchange of information regarding the architectural heritage, and ways to develop 
traditional urbanism and the mutual definition of traditional heritage inherent 
between Saudi Arabia and the Kingdom of Morocco. 

A cooperation Agreement with Barry University of Technology and Vocational 
Training 

 His Royal Highness Prince Sultan bin Salman - founder and president of Al-
Turath Foundation- signed a cooperation agreement with Barry University of 
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Technology and Vocational Training in Italy. From the side of the university, it 
was signed by Professor Nicolas Constantine. The agreement, which took place on 
the sidelines of the First International Conference of Urban Heritage in Islamic 
countries in Riyadh on 10th Jumada II  1431 AH (May 24, 2010 AD), included 
cooperation in the areas of architectural heritage, including research related to 
residential and non-residential construction, structural engineering compatible with 
the environment, as well as defining this heritage, and raising awareness of its 
importance, and cooperation in the field of relevant research. This will be achieved 
provided that Heritage Foundation held coordination with Saudi universities, 
institutes, the competent governmental and private authorities, scientists and 
researchers, to act as a partner in this aspect. 

 

Signing the Draft of Designing Heritage House Project 

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Sultan bin Salman bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud 
- Vice president of Al-Turath Foundation- signed a draft of designing a Heritage 
House which related to the Foundation, located in the Diplomatic Quarter in 
Riyadh, with a Spanish company. This came on the sidelines of inaugurating the 
Third National Architectural Heritage Forum of Madinah. 

The Heritage House is a Cultural Center and a modern interface whose design is 
derived from the architectural heritage of the city of Riyadh, and one of the 
landmarks of the capital which embraces events and intellectual heritage, meetings, 
activities and events related to urban heritage. It will also be an addition to 
Diplomatic Quarters which is distinguished with its unique urbanism and reflects 
environmental Urban Heritage in Riyadh. The Heritage House consists of two 
parts. The first part which is the Heritage House will be built using traditional 
techniques of building such as mud as well as it contains a set of conventional  
elements as open yard, doors and windows and surrounded with environmental and 
urban homogenous Gardens, to help establishing activities and events interested in 
heritage such as exhibitions, seminars and meetings. 

 The other part is an office building which will be a moratorium for heritage on 
behalf of Prince Sultan bin Salman, and is based on the support of heritage 
projects. His Highness stated thatAl-Turath Foundation is a non-profit foundation 
which works on  re-drafting of the national concept of heritage and confirm its 
importance. 

Partners and Supporters 

Heritage Foundation has received a considerable extensive support for various 
activities of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd bin Abdul-Aziz-
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(May Allah send His mercy upon him) - within his care of everything related to the 
elevation of his homeland and its citizens in various fields. The Foundation 
received the support and assistance of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
King Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz, may Allah protect him and His Royal Highness 
Prince Sultan bin Abdul-Aziz - the Crown Prince, Deputy Premier, Minister of 
Defense and Aviation and Inspector General, (may Allah send His mercy on him) 
–. These supports have a tremendous impact on the success of the foundation's 
efforts in maintaining national heritage in various fields, and in the Kingdom areas. 
The foundation won various forms of support and encouragement by His Royal 
Highness Prince Nayef bin Abdul Aziz - second Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 
of Interior, (May Allah send His mercy upon him) -. The foundation was, and still 
is, the subject of care and support of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Abdul-
Aziz-  the Governor of Riyadh region, at that time- since the beginnings of its 
establishment until now. His highness made a great progress in pushing Al-Turath 
Foundation towards a number of accomplishments to revive the homeland 
memory. 
 
Many parts of the institutions and individuals have contributed to the march of 
heritage to preserve the cultural, nationalArab, Islamic and humanitarian heritage 
with many aspects of direct support or through knowledge and experience sharing. 
Perhaps the field narrows to mention the achievements of all of them, but thanks 
should be given to:  

PartnersRechecked on 23rd October 2017(Monday) 

King Faisal Foundation 

King Khalid Foundation 

Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz  philanthropy Foundation 

King Abdul-Aziz Foundation 

King Fahd National Library 

King Abdul Aziz Historical Center 

King Abdul-Aziz Public Library 

The National Museum 

Prince of Wales Foundation. The Prince's School of Traditional Arts in the United 
Kingdom 

Research Center for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA) in Istanbul 
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Saudi Society to Preserve Heritage 

Saudi Society for Science of Urbanism 

Ministry of Higher Education 

King Abdul-Aziz University 

King Saud University 

King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals 

Prince Sultan University 

Umm Al Qura University 

University of Dammam 

Ha`el University 

Taibah University 

Effat University 

University of Dar Al Uloom 

University of Dar al-Hikma 

The Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs 

Riyadh Municipality 

Ministry of Culture and Media 

The Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Endowments, Da`wa and Guidance 

General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities 

High Commission for the Development of Riyadh City 

Saudi Council of Engineers 

Saudi Research and Marketing Group 

Supporters 

His Royal Highness Prince Masha`al bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud 

His Royal Highness Prince Turki Al-Faisal 

His Royal Highness Prince Sattam bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud- May Allah send His 
Mercy on him- 
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His Royal Highness Prince Bandar bin Sultan bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud 

His Royal Highness Prince Abdul Aziz bin Fahd 

His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin Khalid Al-Faisal bin Abdullah (Al 
Faisaliah Group) 

Faisal International Academy 

King Khalid Foundation 

King Fahd National Library 

Sultan bin Abdul-Aziz  philanthropy Foundation 

Sheikh Ahmed Abdulwahab 

Sheikh Ahmed Al-Sulaiman 

Sheikh Abdullah al-Khatib 

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Rashed 

Sheikh Abdullah Said Bugshan 

Yusuf Cano 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Riyadh 

General Authority for Tourism and Antiquities 

Royal Commission for Jubail and Yanbu 

Saudi Research and Marketing Group 

Saudi Foundation for Development and Development 

Saudi Aramco 

Bin Ladin Saudi group 

Solidere 

Institute of Oriental Studies of the Dominican fathers. 

Al-Taiaar Agency for Travel and Tourism. 

Ebrahim Juffali Co. 

German embassy 

Saudi Telecom Company 
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Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC) 

Al- Jabriyah Company 

Almanakha Development Company 

Al-Rashed Trading Company (Sheikh Abdullah Al-Rashid) 

Dallah Al-Baraka Company 

Dar Al-Arkan Company 

Zuhair Fayez Consulting (En.Zuhair Fayez) 

Boeing Medil East Limited Company 

Bahrain Gas Company 

Isam Kabbani Companies 

Rasheed Engineering Office 

Engineer Fahad Al Tamimi 

Rashid bin Saad bin Abdul Rahman Al-Rashed 

Saudi Consult 

Journalistic Supporters: 

Economic newspaper 

Middle East newspaper 

Arab News 

Al-Riyadh Newspaper 

Al-Jazirah Newspaper 

Al-Youm Newspaper 

Al-Hayat newspaper 

Medina Newspaper 

Okaz Newspaper 

Saudi Gazette newspaper 

Al-Watan Newspaper 

Al-Nadwa Newspaper 
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Al-Belad Newspaper 

Al-Magala Magazine 

Faisal Cultural Magazine 

Al-Benaa Magazine 

Journal of Deira 

Urbanism Magazine 

Saudi Television 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


